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SE give below the Contents of the First Number of The Search Light, with the names of the papers from which the various 
artides and stories are taken. It will be seen that the range covered is a very wide one. Yet for every papor quoted 
twenty at least have been perused. 

The Search Light will be on sale on Thursday of this week, February 25th. So large a threepennyworth has never been 
offered to the public before. We trust that by the time subscribers have read it they will think that the quality of the matter 
is as satisfactory as its quantity. 

A plate, printed in sixteen colours, and entitled Tue Dawn or Curistianity, is presented with No, 1 of The Search 
Light. Four coloured engravings are bound up with the magazine. 
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” end money—lost pocket-book,” and goes to bed. 


THE POET'S PROPOSAL. 


Purum, if I could I'd you 
As I ese you sitting t 

You distracting little saint, you, 
With ypur aureole of hair. 


If I only were an 
And each Soaeate canght, 
Yoa should ios the very smartest 

, frame that oan be bought! 


Phyllis, since I can’t depict your 
harms, or give you aught but fame, 
Will you be yourself the picture ! 


Will you let me be the frame ? 
Whose protecting clasp bind you 
Always—“ Nes,” oried P ay te hold, 
Or you'll force me to remind you 
Pictures must be framed with gold !” 
; ——_—I- 
SHUMAN VANITY TO HUMAN 
MISERY.” 


Docron Srsetiwac, the famous oculist, while 
lecturing to his students at Vienna recently, told 
pretty story of the late Dom Pedro of Brazil. He 
said that he had had many opportunities of conversing 
with his late ex-emperor, a man of the highest 
character and the greatest culture, whose heart and 
mind were always fled with plans for improving the 
condition of his people. . 

It was one of his dearest wishes to have a big 
hospital in Rio, but he lacked the money wherewit 
to build it, and the wealthy could not be induced to 
subscribe. Then an idea came to him, and he began 
to bestow titles. Any man who was willing to give a 
good round sum to the hospital could call himself 

count,” “ viscount,” or “baron.” The patent of 
nobility was not hereditary, and if the children wished 
to inherit the father’s title, they had to pay over 


again, 
Rio was suddenly peopled with nobles, and the 
hospital was built on a grand scale. When it was 
completed, the emperor placed over its gates, ‘‘ Human 
Vanity to Human Misery.” 
eee 


A TALE OF THREE TELEGRAMS. 


Lrrrez Gontkoy bas been ordered to Biarrits to 
recuperate his ao::ewhat debilitated system. His 


© kind and generous mumina, on his departure, gives him 


for his expenses & pockat-book containing a hundred 
pounds, aArviving at uhe celebrated sea-bathing place, 
the patier: waiks at once to the casino, and loses his 
hundred pounds in rather less than that number of 
minutes. 
He immediately telegraphs to his mother: “ Tisass 
n 
the morning he chances to meet afriend, borrows ten 
poasds plays, runs them up by good luck to three 

undred pounds, and at lunch time sends another des- 
patch to the old lady—“don’t trouble about sending 
money—pocket-book found.” 

After finishing lunch, however, fortune declares 
inst him in the most relentless manner, and at set 
sun he is completely “cleaned out” once more. 

Another telegram is absolutely necessary, and he 
sends it off without delay as follows: ‘Send money, 
please, as first requested—pocket-book found, but was 


empty.” 
+ fo ———___ 
THE DAUGHTER OF THE 
REGIMENT. 


Ir is not often that the plot of an opera turns out 
to be a sober reality, but the following Russian story 
tallies very accurately with that of “ The Daughter of 
the Regiment.” 

It appears that during the war between Russia and 
Turkey, in 1877, a trooper in the Kexholm Regiment 
came across a forlorn little damsel of four years, who 
had been deserted by her parents in the hurry of 
flight. Bring a tender-hearted man, he carried the 
little one to his quarters, where she speedily became 
a favourite with officers and men, and, at the close of 
the war, Ayesha was adopted as the daughter of the 
regiment, the colonel assuming the duties of papa-in- 
chief, and providing ber with a number of smart 
dresses in order the better to maintain and adorn the 
rank of ‘“ young lady,” to which she had been promoted. 

On the return of the troop to Warsaw it was decided 


to give her a thoroughly sound education, the cost of 


“~-~-which was to be defrayed by means of a tax of one 


per cent., self-imposed by the officers upon their pay. 
which was set apart as an “ Ayesha” fund, assiste 
also by a fine of two and a half pence on every game 
of cards played in the regimental club. This fund 
soon realised « considerable sum, and the girl, having 
been formally christened Marie Kexholmskaia, was 
sent toa first-class boarding-school, where she remained 
till the middle of last month. . 
Having during this interval acquired a goodl 
aumber of accomplishments, she was then wiloumed 
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back to the by a fice in her honour. 
As a token pegged army that had been 
done for her, she presented to her protecto v 
cushion, richly embroidered by her own fair fingers with 


monogram of the regiment in gold, as wel as exact 
copies of all the decorations, badges, and medals won 
by its bravery. 


The Emperor of Austria is honorary chief of the 
Kexholmers and is therefore honorary grandfather of 
the iment’s adopted daughter, in consequence of 
which it is ex that he will provide something 
handsome in the shape of a dowry when the young 


lady marries. 

Apparently nothing has been heard of the parents 
who Nien the child, but even if they did put in an 
appearance now their child’s future looks so rosy, it 18 
ditheult to see what claim they have upon her. Miss 
Marie Kexholmskaia is truly a child of good fortune. 


WASHING DAY. 


Onr day, during Cetewayo’s visit to London, when 
he did not leave the house, his black majesty was 
neither sick nor sorry, but was merely engaged in an 
occupation long ago ranked by Holy Writ among the 
im possibilities. 

tewayo cannot read, though he can see, and he 
accepted the picture-posters on our walls as absolute 
gospel. The one which attracted him most repre- 
sented a specimen of black ivory who had washed 
himself half white with a certain soap. 

The Zulu monarch thereupon purchased half a ton 
or so of that commodity, and ed to make him- 
self “one of us,” ashe phrased it. All the day of his 
seclusion he spent in his tub, his chiefs diligently 
scrubbing and soaping him till they were exhausted 
with fatigue. 

Cetewayo’s disgust, when at dusk he was raw with 
scrubbing but still black, was intense. He flung the 
rest of the soap at his faithful servants, and, oiling 
his tender skin, vowed never to believe in a poster 


again. 
——— 
A PHASE OF RUSSIAN PRISON LIFE. 


Nor infrequently does it happen in Russia that a 
respectable man is confined in prison for a few days for 
some slight offence. At times even an elder of a small 
community must submit to such a penalty for what the 
Russian law calls a neglect of duty. Such a person is 
retained in a large room, together with a lot of obdurate 
criminals, who are either awaiting trial or sentenced 
to be put at hard labour in a fortress. 

When the respectable tapes comes among them 
they in to press him for “a treat of good fellow- 
ship.” He must send for a bottle of henry. If he is 
not as liberal as they want him to be they harass and 
torment him. Should he make a threat to complain 
before the authorities of their conduct, they imme- 
diately decide upon performing on him the operation 
of “ cupping,” as they call it. 

The unfortunate fellow is stripped, stretched on a 
bench, and held fast. His mouth is stuffed with a rag, 
so that his criescannot be heard outside. A spot on 
his breast is made wet, and one of his tormentors rubs 
it with his unshaven chin until the skin becomes red. 
Hereupon another one slaps that spot with his flat 
hand with allhis might. A large blister immediatel 
appears on the wounded place. This is what they call 
“setting a cup.” Six or eight such “cups” are sometimes 
set on the breast, the sides, and the back of the sufferer, 
so that he is unable to lie down for several days. In 
some instances more serious injuries are caused by the 


blows ——— 
$$ - —__. 
THE KAISER’S KNIFE AND FORK. 


An incident which occurred on the occasion of the 
young German Emperor’s visit to Greece, illustrates 
anew the fact, which no one ever doubted, that the 
etiquette of a Court may bring as much discomfort to 
the king as to the le who aurround him. 

The Kaiser holds the honorary rank of admiral in 
the British navy. The commander of the British 
squadron in Greek ica tendered his Majesty a 
dinner on board his ship. Of course the banquet was 
to be a most elaborate and magniticent afvair. 

The hour arrived, and the royal guest and his suite 
and otticers, all in brilliant uniform, were assembled. 
Then it was discovered that an important implement 
hess missing. Where was the Emperor's knife and 

ork? 

For the Kaiser, having but one arm that he can use 
—his left arm is withered—can wield the sceptre, the 
sword, or the pen ; but cannot use a knife and fork as 
other people use them. In their place he employs an 
ingeniouscontrivance which combines in one implement 
both knife and fork, and does very well with it. 

Just at the last moment it was discovered that the 
imperial knife and fork had not been placed by the 
iia eg It was sought for, but could not be 
found. The Emperor’s attendants were inquired of ; 
no one knew where it was. ; : 

Then the knife and fork might have been left ashore, 


perhaps, A picked crew were put into one of the = 


, vw, 


Bapernrs varters in 
A sia Calg a be spoiling. 
time t inner was . The search 

had been wade with all possible energy. It was now 
two hours aince the table had lacked only the Kuiser’g 
knife and fork. But the dinner could not be eaten 
until the Kaiser was ready to eat, and his eating 
implement must be found. 

erhaps before this time the happy thought had 
occurred to more than one gn e Emperor may 
know where it is.” But ap to this time no one had 
ventured to ask him. Would he, under the melan- 
choly circumstan take it amiss if he were ques. 
tioned ? Hunger rendered the host bold. With decorous 
delicacy the Emperor was approached, and the ino- 
mentous question was put: ‘ Gould he tell where hig 
knife and fork might be found ?” 

“Why, yes, here it is,” replied William II.; and, 
reaching inside his uniform, he produced the much- 
sought implement from an inner pocket. 

‘Lhe host forthwith led the way to the table, not onl 
greatly relieved in inind, but Ceeply impressed vite 
a See that the affairs of Germany were in safe 


a 
Tue law permits a man to use his wife to rob his 


creditors, Yet, in the face of this, it is argued that 
marriage is a failure. 
———— 


LEcTURER ON PuysioLocy : “ Mr. Spooncr, have you 
ever put your ear to anyone’s breust to hear the Leat- 
ing of the heart 7” 

Spooner (blushing awkwardly): “ I—er— yes, sir,” 
—_— ho 


Mrs. O’Qugze : “ And did Mr. Mann believe ye when 
ye hea had run a4 mile in a minute and a half?” 

Mr. O'Queer: “Faith, he did that. He said, ‘ You 
ran a mile in a minute and a half, did ye, Michael? 
Well, [’d as soon believe ye if ye said ye had run it in 
half a minute.’ So ye see what faith he has in me 
veracity.” 

— 


_Tae Tracer: “There is one of my sharpest boys 
sitting over there on that rock writing, while his com- 
panions are wasting their time in idle play. No doubt 
be is writing his lessons out for to-morrow. Here, 
Jimmy, let me see what you are writing.” 

“No, m’m ; [ don’t want to.” 

Teacher: “ Ah, see his modesty! Come, I want te 
read it.” 

This is what she read : “ Please excuse my son James 
from school to-day as he is needed at ho— 


SSE cone 


Wop is: “I have often heard of your wife as a most 
accomplished woman.” 
_ Waddle: “She is more than accomplished, sir; she 
is gifted. I have never seen her equal as a mind- 

er. 

“A inind-reader ! How does she find any field f 
the exercise of that gift!” adi 

“She exercises it on me. She always knows what 
Tam going to say as soon as | begin to say it, and she 
takes the job off my hands. I haven’t uttered a come 
plete sentence in my house for nineteen years and six 


months.” 
—— 


TRAVELLING in a second-class carriage, a gentleman 
had a little misunderstanding with a lady, the only 
occupant of the Secicaranenttesiies himeelf, in refer- 
ence to the opening of a window. 

“You don’t appear to know the difference between 
the second and third class,” said the lady, cuttingly. 

“Ob, madam,” replied he, “I am an old railway 
traveller; | know all the class distinctions. In the 
first class the passengers behave rudely to the guard; 
in the third the guards behave rudely to the pussen- 
gers ; in the second (with a bow to his fellow-passen- 
ger) the passengers behave rudely to each other.” 


PENCIL-CASES were last week offered to readers who 
pointed :.at a word of eight letters in that issue, four of 
which not only were the same, bnt occurred at regular 
intervals. The word was EBENEZER, and a pencil-case 
has been forwarded to each of the following twenty-tive 
persons -— 

Mrs. Heory Wood, 8, Grafton Place, Euston are, N.W.; 

Harboar, 6, Park Villas, Park Road, Merton, ey Mr. w! if Gone 
south street, Bourne, Lducs. ; +.iss Mabel Prideauz, Mutcombe, Dorset | 
Mr. Q. Pwars, 13, Broke Road, Queen's Road, Daleton; Mr J.'K. Brat 
24, Vanghap Street, Wigan; Miss Mary Rees, a 
Piymouth Street, Merthyr Tydfil; Mr. W. Sparrow, “Stirley 
Church Road, Boaruemouth ; “Mr. John Miller, 1s, Willlamsburgh, 
Paisley, N.B.: Mr. W. Richards, 18, Castle Street, Tredegar ; Mr. @. W. 
Ewes, North Street, Wilton; Miss 8. A. Amon, Al 
Road, Shunklin, Lote of Wight; Mr. F. J. Wilson, 
Old Swan, Liverpool; Mr. G. 

Mr. J. & Rid 


2 Railway Terrece, 


- Poulter, 225, 
Lane, 
laagow ; Mr. M. v. 


ian, Carnwall; Mr. 
Miss Lilian Grifiths, 
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THE WRONG GLASS. 


about marrying Eastman. Before you left home you 
Promised to marry me.” 

Ah, you foolish boy, how can[? You have no 
money—| have no mouey. It would be folly for us to 
sachy situated as we are. Love in a cottage? No, 
thank you! It would not suit either of us, and you 
know it. I have a plan. I said Mr. Eastman loves 
me. That is all very well. 1 do not love him, but 1 
will marry hiuw, for he is very wealthy. Suppose after 
a month or so he suddenly dies?) His money would go 
to me, as he has no near relatives. ‘Then, Gregory, 1 
could marry you, and we would be happy !” 

There way a suvtie meaning in her words which 
Vincent would not understand. 
: ; But if he did not happen to die?” he asked, doubt- 
ully. 

“We won't suppose anything so unfortunate.” 

The nioon went into the clouds aud everything grew 
dark. ‘The change atlected Vincent unpleasantiy. He 
turned saddenly toward the hotel. The dance was 
evidently over, for they met many merry parties of 
Youns poople who were reiurning to their cottages. 
Some of them turned vo look at tiie Coupiv—the one so 
tall and dark, the other so fair and girlish. ‘Phe music 
had stopped, and as they cume up the ruad they could 
see a iutuber of poople round the dour. 

* Suppo. we wait bait a moment before going in,” 
said Miss Wycko‘l, ag sie drew her companion aside. 

They walked alung toward the fountain, The girl 
seemed ill aut ease. She looked anxiously into her 
compamons Tace. 

“There is one thing I haven't tuld you,” she said. 
“T deceived you a moment ago. No one knows it, 
but Mr. Hastran and I were secretly married the day 
before yesterday !” 

* * * » * 

Gregory Vincent was very much in demand at the 
hotel. Iichad no ditheulty in getting acquainted with 
the guests, and betore tie had been there two days he 
was the most popular man in the house. There was 
something 80 magnetic avout him, something 80 
fascinating. 

Eastinan appesrse to like his wife's friend as much as 
anyuneelse. Heimight have been a little cool to him at 
first, but it did not take long for him to be entirely won 
by Vincent’s frankness and good huruour. Perhaps his 
liking was partiy due to the fact that Vincent appeared 
to care very little for the company ot May. Among the 
young girls of the hotel he was very popular, aud he 
devoted himeelf to them. 

No social entertainment was complete without 
Gregory Vincent, and it so happened one day about 
a week after his arrival that be was included in a 
picnic party. 

Eastman and May also accompanied the party. After 
luncheon the former withdrew to have a quiet smoke, 
leaving May with the rest of the ladies. 

He walked slowly down a rade path which led to 
a rpring a short distance away, and tinding a shady 
hillock, threw himself upon it and smoked dreamily. 
The hum of insects tilled the air; far down in the 
valley he could hear the tinkling of the cow-bells ; 
the faint murmuring of a distant brook caine to his 
ears, he could hear the water dropping from the rocks 
in the spring below. There was no wind ; everything 
scemed quiet and peaceful. 

“Drug the wine—then shoot him—committed sui- 
cide ! 

Eastman started up; his cigar was out; he had 
fallen asleep. It seemed to him that he had distinctly 
heard the foregoing words, but no one was near. He 
must have been dreaming. And now he distinct! 
heard the rustle of leaves, the crunching of seats | 
Soineone was going down the puth ; he could hear the 
sound of voices. fe rose, threw away the rare of 
his cigar, and strolled toward the spring. Standing 
there was May; by her side was Gregory Vincent. 
‘Their backs were toward him ; they evidently did not 
know he was near. Eastman stood for a moment irre- 
solute. Who had spoken of drugged wine 4 

He did not Ike to see Gregory with the girl. Should 
he follow thom? Noneense ! He trasted May ; she 
was well able to take carcof herself. Aftera moments 
hesitation he turned and noiselessly proceeded up the 
pata and joiued the rest uf the puity. 

Forashort tine after the pienie Bastinan looked upen 
Vincent with a httle suspicion. But as dry after day 
passed, and nothing happened, he forgot what he 
funcied he had heard on the moantan when haif 
asleep. Tt wis Impussilte to think al of Vincent, he 
appeared tea frank, open, and zood-humonred, ; 

It happened that Bastinan’s apartment joined Vin- 
eent’s. There was a deur between Chen, Nut it was 
always kept locked. One day, a week or more after 
the pienic, Eistman sat in hes room. It was a ramy 
afternoon, wud he was ddiv reading. when he heard a 
koy cantiously inserted in the lock of this door, and in 
came Vincent. 2 

eJis socevtully unseciable, you iow, to keep that 
door locked, so | gi th: key from downstairs,” said the 
young ttn, cliectiy. (Theme sou won't mind ¢” 
Mad | Certainly not! Very ghai to see you 5 60 
dull this afternoon.” ; 

To tell the truck, Eastman was a little annoyed to 


“Beastly rain!” said Vincent, looking out of the 
window. “Expected to take a drive this morning— 
couldn’t go. If it stopped I was going in the after- 
noon—didn’t stop, so here I am.” 

Eastman wondered vagucly why they allowed Vin- 
cent to have the key of the door. Why had not they 
consulted him about it first, to see if the arcangement 
were agrecable all round? Had he inquired into the 
matter he would have found that the key was still in 
its pigeon-bole. 

a What are you doing to amuse yourself, Eastman?” 

“ Nothing—nercly reading a little.” 

I've some capital old Madeira—some my father sent 
me to-day—twenty yesrs old— suppose we try it, Tl 
mae into my room and zet some.” 

When Vincent mettioncd wine, Eastman started 
slightly. He remembered what ne had heard the day 
of the picnic. He quickly recovered himself, however 
and said he should be deiight-t to test it. He noti 
that Vincent was nervous and ill at ease ; although he 
tried to talk unconcernedly, he spoxe clumsily. 

Vincent imuodiately cane bick with a Yottle of 
wine aud two glasses. He set turin on the table and 
proceeded to uncork the bottle. Immediately a pun- 
gent, aromatic odour filled the air. 

“That's the best wine you have ever tasted,” said 
Vincent. He continued to tuik rapidly, and evidently 
was trying to cover uneasiness, Eastman noticed that 
his hands trembled as he poured the wine into the 
glasses. “By the way, Mastman, would you mind 
getting me those straws I left on my dressing-case? I 
always like a straw.” 

Eastman hesitated a little; he was on his guard. 
However, he made no remark. and went into the 
adjoining room. [t happeacd that Vincent’s dressing- 
case faced the door, aud was on the opposite side of 
the room. As Eastuisn walked toward it, the mirror 
commanded a full view of his own apartment. He 
could see Vincent standing near che table, and just as 
he crossed the threshold le saw plainly reflected in 
the glass every movement he aade, ei his coat- 

vecket he took @ small phial, and, drawing the cork 

urricdly poured a few drops of a colourless liqui 
into one of the glasses—the one which stood towards 
the window of the room. Eastman noted this, and 
quickly and quietly returned with the straws. 

His ‘mind worked quickly as .e came back into the 
room. He saw that Vincsat bad barely time to put 
the phial back into his pocket. 

“ Here ure the straws,” he said. 

“Thank you.” 

Just at that moment there was a scream outside. 
Alveady nervous, Vincent was startled. He turned 
and walked a oe steps toward the window ; the - 
moment his back was turned Evstman_noiselessly and 
deftly changed the position of che glasses. Vincent 
barely glanced out of the window.and then turned back. 

“Some of the maids romping, he said. 

Eastman noted how pale the young man’s face 
wus ; but he attempted to appear as much at ease as 

ossible, as he lifted the glass which stood farthest 
row the window, at the same time handing Eastman 
the one which he supposed contiined the drug. 

“Let us drink to the health of May Wyckoff!" 
Vincent exclaimed, as he raised the glass to his lips. 

Eastman drank the wine without any hesitation, 
and when he set his glass down, he noticed that 
Vincent bad drained his to the bottom. 

He watched him carefully. Directly, Vincent 
stepped to a chair, and sank into it. The powerful 
drug had already begun its work. It must have 
stupetied him first, fori raised’ his hand to his hcad 
ag if in pain. liis eyes grew «uil, and he muttered : 

“ Ah, May, my darling, I did it for you! I will give 
him the wine—he will s!eep --ah--my head—my head !” 

His eyes began to brighten. He moved and rose to 
his feet unsteadily. Instead of putting him into a 
stupor, the drug made him wild and violent ; his mind 
was in such a state that it crazed him. Eastman 
watched him intently, listening to every word he 
uttered, When he spoke Mav’s iam his face paled. 

“You are his wifs now het van will—be mine 
soon!” Vincent muttered,  “1—will choot him—lenve 
the pistol in his hor toad -acry vou, Mav! They 
would think be killed }usse fy May—erd thea L would 

” 
TAP ey 

Vineent reeled and fell to the Joor, and Eastman let 
him he there. He ring tres bell violently, with 
the result that the waitersand a ehamber-nmaid entered 
the room, He began to restiss the awful plot that 
had been made arainst him, and wanted witnesses, 
Vincent stirred and again rose to his fect. He fumbled 
in his pockets. 

“You said to shoot him—Mav—and Fowill!” 

He pulled out a revolver, ia doa ioul report rang 
throwrh the room Kasten sprang ferward and 
grasped the madman'’s arm ; hut he managed to 
discharge the pistol again and again, rot always into 
the empty air. ‘Then he sani. to the tloor, The drug 
had done its work. but Vinoei t was tie victim. He 
had been fuiled with bis owl we tpons, 

When the startled gacscs roe ctinte the room a few 
moments later tro seo what hac ocenrred, they found 
Jagtinan sitting by the tabic. his fuce hidden in hia 
find that Vincent had entered his room in that un- hands, the waiters and the maid lraddled together in a 
eeremoniougs wanner, however, he welcomed him | corner, and Vincent dead in a pool ct blood, on the 
cordially, 3 floor, grasping an empty revolver. 


fs entrance created something of a sensation. The 
dance had been in progress an bour or more. It had 
been rather dull at the hotel, and the gossips were on 
the alert for something new to talk about. When this 
tall, slender, dark-haired young man entered the roow 
they instantly began to inquire among themselves who 
be was. Noone seemed to know, however ; they had 
never seen him before. _ 

He looked about him in the most unconcerned way, 
and did not seem to mind the many eyes that were 
fixed upon him. He was evidently searching for 
gomeone, for he deliberately looked in every part of 
the room. . 

A waltz commenced just then. Asa young man and 
woman came out from one corner of the room, where 
they had been seated out of view, this man by the 
doorway started forward impulsively. He began to 
walk across the floor at a rapid rate, skilfulby avoiding 

dancers. 

ays young lady, however, did not see him, for 
before he reached her she had waltzed with her partner 
to the other side of the room. The stranger frowned, 
and pulling savagely at the ends of his moustache, 
moodily sought a seat. The young girl continued on 
her course, and the stranger kept his eyes upon her. 
She did not see him. 

“Would you kindly tell me the name of the man 
dancing with that young lady 1” he said toa young 
fellow who came up at that moment and took the seat 
by his side. ; ; 

The gueat addressed looked a little surprised, and 
then answered good-humouredly : 

“Do you mean Miss Wyckott?” 

“Yes.” ; 

“Her partner is Mr. Eastman. I believe they are 


ed.” 
The dark-eyed stranger frowned and_ started 


aligh tly. 
Thank you,” he said, as he rose and moved away. 

The waltz ended presently, and the lady he was 
watching came toward the doorway. He walked 
forward and faced her. Her blue eyes met his dark 
ones. She started, then smiled. : 

“Qood evening, Miss Wyckoff,” he said, looking her 
full in the face. 

She drew her arm from that of her escort. ; 

“Good evening, Mr. Vincent,” she answered, holding 
out her hand. ; 

Vincent pretended not to see it. ; 

“ Will you take my arm?” he said. “It is warm here. 
ear rer we walk out of doors a moment or two?” 

Mr. Eastman will excuse me—why, how silly of 
me! I forgot, youtwo have never met. Mr. Eastman 
—ny fri Mr. Gregory Vincent,” she said. 

Mr. Eastman was delighted to meet Mr. Vincent — 
at least he said so; but he looked very sulky when 
he saw Miss Wyckoff take the ncw arrival’s arm and 
go out in the garden. : ; 

They passed one or two wandering couples and still 
walked on, Vincent maintaining his sulky silence. 
Presently he stopped and stood facing her in the path, 
his black eyes flashing. ; 

“J should like to know what this means,” he broke 
forth, in a low, passionate voice. “Is it true that you 
are engaged to that man ?” 

“fam to marry Mr. Eastman,” she answered, clearly 
and fearlessly, looking him full in the face. : 

There wasa hard look about her eyes—a cold, wicked 
expression about her mouth. The voices of the party 
of young people who were leaving the hotel could he 
heard in the distance. The merry tones grated upon 

incent’s ear. 
vet you marry that man I will kill him!” he 
exclaimed, grasping her by the arm. His face was 
distorted by some powerful emotion. She did not 
sbrink from his grasp. ae ‘ 

“Do you mean that?” she asked, looking into his 
face with a mocking g:ance. 5 

“ Mean it?” he repeated, relaxing his hold. “ Mean 
it! May Wyckoff, do you know me and yet ask such 
a question? I would kiil you, too !” 

“Oh, no, you wouldn't! Listen, Gregory. I have 
been here but a week, and you know a yood deal can 
happen in that time. 1 have won the love of Charles 
Eastman, and the week after next he marries we 

“Never, if can help it! I would kill hiw first!” 
exclaimed Vincent, quickly. : 

The moon came out of a cloud just then and shone 
upon the girl’s beautiful face. She stood before him, 
her red lips slightly parted, her eyes gleaming, her 
band raised to hissboulder. Her wrap had fallen back 
from her white arm, and in her black mille hall-dee ss 
she looked very effective. Her golden hair wa: dressed 
low in the neck, and shone in the moonlight. Her 
slight form was drawn up to its full height, and she 
looked appealingly into his face. 

“You glorious old fellow, how savage you look to- 

ight !” she said, laughing. 

er face had changed marvellously. The eruel Jizht 
left her eyes, and she louked the picture of guilelss 
innocence. The transformation wis complete. The 
next moment she was in his arms. Ile was completely 
in her power. : : 

“T would do anything for you,” he said, looking 
fondly at her, “But I do not understand all this talk 
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QUESTIONS 
ANSWERING. 


ORTH 


REPLIES. 
We8. Which is the Largcst Creature that Breeds by 
Hatching ? 


This question can hardly be answered without first 
determining the meaning of the word “ hatching.” It 
may mean either the reproduction of the species by 
the mere laying of eggs which are incubated by the 
heat of the sun without the assistance of the paren’ 
or it may be understood to include the Wolk. 
of the young by their progenitora. If the er 
meaning be sconptad, then the Rhenoda typica, or 
Herbivorous Shark, is the largest creature that breeds 
by hatching, and next to it comes the White, or Car- 
nivorous Shark. ‘The Crocodile, which lays its eggs in 
the sand of river banks, and does not trouble iteelf 
about incubation, sometimes reaches a size which 
entities it to rank with the White Shark—viz, about 
thirty feet in length. If, however, the second meaning 
of the term is to be accepted, then the palm must be 
given to the Ostrich, which is distinctly the largest 
creature that breeds by hatching in this sense cf the 
word. Even in this case, however, the parents leave 
some of the work of incubation to be done by the sun. 
It is said that the two elie birds take turns at the 
work of hatching-out, but this point is not aaa 
settled. It is, however, quite scttled that the Ostri 
does sit upon its eggs for a considerable part of the 
time of incubation. 

706. Was the Theory of Evolution ever Taught and 
Accepted before Pxrwin's Time? 

A doctrine practically identical with that of evola- 
tion was taught and reccived as scientifically true in 
the Moslem universities of Andalusia during the 
eleventh century. The Spanish Arabs, indeed, carried 
their gonclosions much farther than modern scientists 
do, fof they extended their application of the doctrine 
to the inorganic or mineral world. In fact the very 
basis of the so-called science of Alchemy was the 
assumed possibility of assisting the development of 
metallic substances from their primitive or baser forms 
to that of gold, “the Royal Metal,” which alone could 
resist the attacks of the acids.) When they discovered 
suiphburio and nitric acids and mixed them to form 
Aqua Regia they believed that they had solved the 
question of the development of metals and found a 
medium in which they could transmute all metals into 
gold. Al-Khazini,a well-known Arabian philosopher 

_of the twelftli century, wrote an exhaustive treatise on 
“doctrine of development and the origin of i 

fl tically anticipated the teachi of Hockel 
and Derein. later times Buffon, Wolff, and Owen 
distinctly advocated the theory. e last-named in 
1850, nine years before the appcarance of Taz Oricoy 
or Spectixs, reforred in plain terms to the struggle for 
existence resulting in the survival of the fittest. 


789. What is the Origin of Collections in Church? 
Hook, in his Cuurca Dictionary, says: “The cus- 


tom of making an offering at the Communion is cer- ¢ 


tainly apostolical, as appears from 1 Cor. xvi. 3: ‘On 
the first day of the week let everyone lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him.’ The custom con- 
tinued down to later ages, as a rs from different 
es in Justin Martyr, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, St. 

broze, St. Chrysostom, and other ancient writers. 

In the PRaYER-BOOK of 1649 the people are directed to 
e and offer unto the poor men’s box, and to make 

eir accustomed offerings to the curate. In 1552 the 
rabric ran: ‘Then shall the churchwardens, or some 
other by them appointed, gather the devotions of the 
people, and put the same into the poor men’s box: and 
upon the offering days appointed every man and 
woman shall pay to the curate the due and accustomed 
offerings.’ The present rubrio was added in 1661. It 
is “a modification of one p&oposed by Bishop Cosin, 
whioh ran : ‘ After the Divine service ended the money 


CONDITIONS. 


We shall be glad to receive replies to any 
of the questions asked here from our readers. 
aoh reply must bear the writer's name and 
address, eshall print the best reply to each 
question, and shall pay for ali matter printed 
at our ordinary rate of two Sutneas acolumn, 
The same reader may send replies to any 
number of queries. Envelopes should be 
marked “Replies,” in the top left-hand 
corner, and answers to the questions in any 
issue-of the puper must reaci us 


t 
: on the Tuesday of the week fousuolng their 


4% 


publication. pees will only be made 
for replies publis Authorities on which 
replies are based must be given. Half-a- 
‘orown will be paid Faia geripeamcnner for every 
question reves Y considered worth 

af insertion. es. . 
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appointed.’” In Scotland, soon after the ( 

the Kirk-Sessions were authorised by law to provide 

for the payment of ‘poor-rates by collecting money 

from peoplc in church. 

791, In which European Country is Infant Mortality 
Lowes: ? 

The net results of the available statistics on this sub- 
ject place tle Burne Tc!>nls at the bottom of the scale 
of infant: .... is isolated region people live 
nearer to Nature than in busier and more “advanced ” 
localities, and therefore the stream of life flows more 
vigorously from infancy to old age. e Faroes 
only 8°6 infants out of every hundred born die before 
the age of twelve months, and only 12°2 per cent. dur- 
ing the first five years of life. Norway and Ireland 
may be bracketed for the second place with about 
10 hee cent. each ; while Sweden comes next with 13°, 
an Eaglend fourth with 145. Wurtemburg is the 
worst of the Western European states, for there nearl 
32 per cent. of tho children born die before the twe 
month. Russia, as might be expected, heads the list of 
death with over 40 per cent. The question of infant 
mortality is practically that of infant feeding. In the 
countries where it is lowest children are invariably 
fed as Nature intended they should be, while the coun- 
tries which head the list are those in which artificial 
feeding is most generally practised. If any proof of 
this were needed it moat be furnished by the fact 
that, during the siege of Paris, while the general 
mortality was doubled, the infaut mortality was re- 
duced by 40 per cent. The saine strange phenomenon 
was disclosed by the Lancashire cotton famine. 
both cases nursing mothers were forced by circum- 
stunces to feed their infants entirely by natural 
means. 

793. wer’ ah the Dark Races lesa Hairy than the Light 
ines \ 

It is a law of Nature that thoso animals which are 
destined to inhabit cold climates should be provided 
with thicker and warmer coats as a protection against 
the weather than those which are fitted for warmer 
climates. Man is no exception to the rule. He, in 
common with most of the lower animals, has the power 
of adapting himself in the course of time to his sur- 
roundings ; and hence it is that the lighter races, 
which generally inhabit the colder parts of the earth, 
are more hairy than the darker ones. Were it not 
the custom to assist Naturo by art in the matter of 
clothes, it is extremely peobetr that the difference 
would be still more marked. There is an ap 
contradiction in the case of the Esquimaux, who live 
in the coldest of the earth, and yet are but 
scantily provided with hirsute covering ; but these are 
dark, an i grea came from a much warmer climate, 
being part of the great Mongolian family, to which the 
Chinese also belong. 

792. How is it We can Sometimes See the Old Moom 
in the Arms of the New? 


It is the earthshine that causes the appearance of 
the old moon in the new moon’s arms. When the moon 
is new its position is between the earth and the su 
consequently, its dark hemisphere is turned to us, an 
our light hemisphere is turned to the moon, the result 
being that the moon receives a large amount of light 
reflected from our planet. When the moon first appears 
as a thin crescent of light, about two days after new 
moon, the light it receives from the earth is sufficient 
to make the dark part of its hemisphere visible, and 
we seo the whole face of the moon, one small portion of 
it brilliantly iighted by the sun, and the other, and 
larger portion, lighted by the earth. The bright cres- 
cent appears to extend slightly beyond the darker 
portion, and it looks as if the feebly-lghted part were 
resting within the arms of the bright crescent, but 
this is :nerely an epic! effect of the bright light. 
This appearance of the moon can be seen till it is about 


QUESTIONS. 


821. Which is the best position in which to sleep t 

822. What revolution was stopped by an epidemic ? 

623. Which is the finest picture-gallery in the world? 

824. What animal milk is the most nutritious ? 

625. Are there more males or females in the animal 
kingdom, excluding human beings? 

826. How has it become customary to cover the 
bend, which is naturally the bost protected part of the 

yi ; 

827. Snow and salt make a freezing mixture, yet 

salt thrown on snow melts it. Why? ; 


828. Which articles of food are most commonly 
adulterated ? 
829. Can the healthiness of a locality be correctly 
inferred from its death-rate ? 
a “Westward the oourde of empire takes its way.” 
vy! 
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nearly at right 
? and sun, and conse. 
receiver ¢ from the earth and we see 
of its sun-hguted portion, which entirely out- 
ight it receives from us, The same appear. 


also after the io, mms when the moon 4 
Sean approaching the line 


to 
size the moon appears to us when it is full, and 
that both shine with the light they receive from the 
pone effect of earthshine in lighting up the moon's 
su will be readily appreciated. 


of <1 

When they are temporarily paraly 
loosen, the vessels dita and the supply of blood is 
increased, until the capillaries, which form a network 
under the outer skin, become gorged. The bright red 
of the blood showing through the akin produces what 
is known as a blush, and this is usually visible only on 
the face and neck, which are more liberally supplied 
with surface-blood than any other part of the body. 
On the other hand, the abscnce of bloud from the 
surface caused by the contraction of the vessels leaves 
the skin pale. Broadly speaking, intense fright, bad 
news, or deep disappointment produces pallor, while 
the reverse produces a glow of satisfaction. ‘This rule, 
however, varies for different sexes and ages. Women 
are more prone to blush than man, and young people 
than old. Again the nerves are ina grcat measure the 
instruments of the mind, and strong mental control 
will annul and even reverse the effect of the original 
shock, the very effort to control the emotional impulse 
peesiciog a exactly contrary effect. Thus the ques- 
tion may be answe: by laying it down as a general 
rule that persons of feeble mental restraint obey the 
ordinary law and flush under the influence of pleasant 
shocks as well as fits of anger, and grow pale under 
opposite conditions, while those who have their cmo- 
tions well in hand will either counteract or reverse thie 
impulse of the shock by sheer force of will, which, by 
constant exercise, becomes habitual. For the reat, 
difference of temperament, quickness or sluggishness 
of nervous response to any stimulus, or state of health 
at any given time will explain the case which the above 
remarks do not touch. 


706. Has the Possession of Private Property been 
Wegal in any State? 

To-day the possession of private property is allow- 
able by law in all countries and states; but in ancient 
days it was not always so, for Cresar, in his description 
of the Germans with whom he came into contact during 
his wars in Gaul, says: “The Germans mind not agri- 
culture, for the greatest part of them live upon milk, 
cheese, and flesh. Nor has any man fields of his own 
distinguished from the common by boundaries, for 
their magistrates and princes yearly distribute to 
every canton such a portion of land as they think 
sufficient in some part of the country, where they are 
sent to live for one year only, and force them to move 
the next. Which custom they observe, lest the lova 
for the place which they haveso long inhabited should 
change the people’s minds from the study of war to 
that of agriculture, but chiefly to prevent covetous- 
nesa, the root of factions and discord, and preserve the 
equality of riches in the Commonwealth, which pro- 
duces peace and content.” 


ESTABLISHED 1871. 


ACCIDENT & GUARANTEE CORPORATION, Lro. 
(Empowered by Special Act of Parliament.) 


The above Corporation grants Policies insuring an nmount 
at death, or in the event of permanent total or permanent 
partial disablement, and a weekly sum during temporary 
total or temporary partial disablement, arising from 
ACCIDENTS OF ALL KINDS ON SEA OR LAND IN 
ANY PART OF THE WORLD. 
TF ALSO ISSUES BONDS GUABANTERING THX 


FIDELITY OF PERSONS IN ALL POSITIONS OF TRUST. 


CAPITAL ~ ~- £300,000. 
Head Office:-MANSION HOUSE BUILDINGS, 
LONDON, EC. 
Pull particulars may be obtained of the Seoretary— 
RIOHARD J, PAULL 


THE “OGEAN GUARANTEES PEARSONCS WEEKLY MSU RANGE SYSTEM. 
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aapaye 
DOYE AND HAWK. 


as in fair Italia, the land of 
™ tha doa #9 dar, 


from a family eld, 
Whose lineage dated from fabled days, 
gold, 


The loss of his wealth he deplored each dey 
And of schemes to regain it dreamed each night ; 
But the vanishing dreams, while melting away, 
To his daytime’s gloom gave no requite. 


Then one fair day came an English girl, 
To wander beneath the,glorious skies, 

With her hair of gold and skin of pear), 
Aud gleams of heaven within her eyez. 


To see was to love, and to love was to woo, 
And to wod was to win, so the story runs— 
O'er the coming wedding a great ado 
Was made by the interested ones. 


The coming bride of the noble groom 
Would have a gown for her wedding féte 
Far richer than any from Persian loom, 
And worthy indeed of the bridegroom great. 


So the doves of white and the dovesof oream 
Were brought to the maid from far and near, 
And fingers fair constructed a dream 
Of gowns in which the bride should appear. 


“You call me a duve,” she shyly said, 
As in his dark eyes with hers of blue 

She looked with the trust of an English msid, 
“So on wings of a dove | go to you.” 


The wings of a dove her shoulders graced, 
The breast of a dove lay over her own, 
While everywhere her form was emb: 
By the birds which their final flight had flown. 


“ And I ealled ygu a dove, my expectant brid 

ad 29° aa icon be left bar fis eau 

“But that was ‘when love looked on in pride; 
To-day I should call you a hawk instead.” 


a fo 
EQUAL CHANCES. 


Somer years ago, before the Royal Academy of Arts 
had migrated from the National Gallery to Rurlington 
House, there was a certain pompous and p atical 
R.A, who was anything but popular as a visitor with 
the students. He once rebuked a young gentleman in 
the painting-school for not using a “gentleman! 
palette, whatever that might mean. It is tak 

owever, that he on one occasion met with his match. 
He had been making himself especially disagreeable 
to the majority of the students, when it came to pass 
that a young Scotsman fell under his admonitory 
eye. After examining this student's work with severe 
attention, he turned to him, and, in a voice of depress- 
ing solemnity, said : 

“Have you any private means 1” 

“I beg your pardon, sir?” replied the youth, in the 
Brotch manner, 

« Is it your intention to make painting your profes- 
sion? 

Tt is,” rejoined the Scot. 

“T am sorry to hear you say so,” pursued Mr. R.A., 
with augmenting austerity, “for you will never make 
a living as a painter.” 

“T am not so sure about that,” observed the student. 
“You seem to have made a pretty good thing out 


of it.” 
a Sees 
NATURE AS A MECHANIC. 


Mosr of the skilful devices invented by men for 
doing, fine work rapidly can be traced to Nature, where 
for countless ages they have been operating. 6 dis- 
coverer af each new appliance of mechanism might be 
shown that his idea was as old as the hills. It is sug- 
gested that the inventors of the future will be those 
who carefully study the natural world. 

The stones of the mills are another style of the molar 
teeth, which grind all the grist that feed men and 
beasts. The hoofs of horses are made of parallel plates 
like carriage springs. The finest file of human manu- 
facture is a rough affair compared with the Dutch rush 
used by cabinet makers. The jaws of the tortoise and 
turtle are natural scissors. 

The squirrel carries chisels in his mouth, and the 
hippopotamns is provided with adzesa, which are con- 
stantly sharpened as they are worn. The carpenter's 
plane is found in the jaws of the bee. The wood- 
peoker has a powerful little trip-hammer. — f 

The diving-bell imitates the watcr-spider, which 
constructs a small cell under the water, clasps a bub- 
ble of air between its hind legs, and dives down to its 
submarine chamber with the bubble, displacing the 

ater ually, until its abode with fishes contains a 
livge room surrounded by water. In leaving its 
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2 ale the water the pa fastens them into the 
of a life-boat, which it is impossible to sink with- 


iron mast of a modern ship is strengthened by 
along ita interior. A poroupines 
similar riba. When engineers 
that hollow pillars were stronger than solid 
ones, they only discovered a principle that is ve 
commonly seen in Nature. A wheat-straw, if soli 
could not support its head of grain. The bones of 
animals are porous ; those of birds, where light- 
ness and strength are most beautifully combined, are 
hollow. The framework of a ship resembles the akele- 
ton of a herring. 

Aéronauts try to copy the structure and movement 
of birds. The ship-worm is an admirable tunneller 
boring his way through any submerged timber, an 
lining the round passage with a hard casing. The 
engineer Brunel took a hint from this animal, and was 
the first to succeed in tunnelling under water. 


——————-f=____ 
AN IMPORTANT MONOPOLY. 


Tue veteran actor Richings, on one occasion at. least 
found that it was almost as important for ¢ “super’ 
to know his part as for the chief actors. In the trans- 
formation scene of one of his pieces the flats had to 
draw off for the last tableau, and discover his daughter 
and himself in apotheosis in the clouds. On the occa- 
gion referred to he was a little slower than rsual in 
changing his dress, and all the performers had taken 
their stations for the scene as ho came rushing on with 
his daughter to complete the picture, when, to his 
horror, he discovered upon the elevation which they 
were to occupy & great, gaunt super in dirty tights; 
tin armour, anda pilt helmet, already in apotheosis. 

“What are you doing there, sir?” gasped Richings, 
as soon as he could find breath. 

“ Standing in ‘ipothisis,” responded the super, who 
had evidontly read the play-bills, and was proud of 
his position. 

e down, you scoundre! | come down at once!” 
ejaculated Kichings, who imagined the nan was chaff- 


ing him. 

The manager told me to stand ’ere in this.'ere ‘ipo- 
thisis,” responded the super, sturdily, with the air of a 
Roman sentinel ready to die at his post. 

“But do you know where you are, sir?” shrieked 
Richinga, “ You are in heaven, sir—in heaven; and 
bang you, sir, no one is allowed there but Caroline and 
myself—no one |” 


SS 


SOME CURIOSITIES OF 
JOURNALISM. 


Tue transit of the planet Venus which occurred in 
December, 1882, suggested to M. de Fonvielle, the well- 
known French scientist and aé¢ronaut, the quaint idea 
of founding a journal to be called Lr Tacsave DE 
Venus (the Transit of Venus)—and to be published 
whenever that astronomical phenomenon recurred. 

The first number actually appeared at the time 
above mentioned ; but for the next, subscribers (1) 
must wait until the 8th June, 2004. At this rate the 
journal will euty reach its fourteenth issue in the year 
$882, when the fourteenth transit from the one thua 
curiously commemorated will take place. Meanwhile, 
M. de Fonvielle, having been born in 1828, must live 
to the patriarchal age 176, to edit even the second 
number of Le PassaGe DE VENUS. 

On the Ist of April, 1884, the entire issue of the 
French provincial paper entitled Le MitnortaL pes 
Pyrenees, was devoted to a circumstantial account of 
the restoration of the French monarchy by a vote of 
the National Assembly on the previous day, whose 

roceedings on the occasion were reported st_ fail 
a h, together with the pre eeetion of the Count 
of Paris as King Philip VIL Leading articles, general 
news, money article, fugitive items, all were tramed 
in strict conformity with the hypothcsis that the hopes 
of the Royalists had really been crowned with success. 
Only « brief postscript in the smailest type—which 
escaped the attention of most readers—intimated that 
the whole affair was an elaborate hoax, and that those 
who did not seo it were a pack of April fools. - 

Constantinople is a regular Babel for the number of 
different languages spoken there. To meet tho demands 
of its polyglot population it has an equally polyglot 
press, comprising newspapers in English, French, 
Armenian, Greek Bulgarian, Armeno-Turkish, Greco- 
Torkish, and pure Turkish. Of papers in the last- 
named language there are nine, three or four of which 

ilies. 

ee ae tle 19th of November, 1382, ali these 
journals were issued under a wrong date. The date 
should have been “30th Zilhijeh, 1299,” whereas the 
date they actually bore was “1st Muharrem, 1300.” 
This error, which arose from the complicated system 
of chronology in vogue ir Turkey, and which was very 

enerally shared by the inhabitants of Constantinople, 
Bad to be rectified is the Mufti, whose province it is to 
attend to these matters. It scems tht the editrs of 
these papers had dropped a day, the month of Zilbijeh 
in the Mohammedan year 1299 having by rights thirty 
days. not twenty-nine, 
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THE MANUFACTURE OF PENNY 
_ NUMBERS. 


Ws writers of stirring fiction complete in one num- 
ber—the complete tale, if*may be parenthetically te- 
marked, is driving the serial story from the field—are, 
im nine cases out of ten, newspaper men, or, as the 
janior reporter would say, “ journalists.” The majority 
of us my oe of the Grab Street order, but not by any 
means 


Indeed, I know of at least one pressman, as well 
known to fame as if he were a professional beauty or a 
new pill, who, if his eye alights on this article, will 
approach it in fear and trembling. How the preesman 
whose “name is a household wert wherever,” etc., finds 

it worth his while to continue in the penny namber 
trade I could never discover, but perhaps he is better 
paid than the rank ond file. 

When I joined the force I was informed that pay- 
ment for tales of not less than 19,950 words, nor more 
than 20,000, ranged from £3 to £5, “according to 
‘pelted merit,” but my own stories have invariably 
fetched me the tirst-mertioned sum, and, of course, 
their literary merit is high. 

The £6 ia a bait no literary manufacturer of my ac- 
aaintance has ever eaiubed : perhaps the publishin 
firms only dangle it before us to dazz' our eyes pe 

give us a standurd to try to live up to. 

On one oceasion, nevertheless, my employers lo- 
Fre meni sealed tor not forwarding me their 

ighest award, go great had Leen their satisfaction with 
my latest tale. ‘his was iny chef d'anure, and it lay 
heavily on my einployers’ conscience. 

I never wrote peuny numbers absolutely as a speca- 
lation, but wheu I heard accidentally of an opening, I 
did not hesitate to rush in. My first contribution was 
accepted, but with the criticism that, though it ended 
well, the opening chapters wero “rather devoid of 
interest.” I made the mistake of beginning m 
and working up to a sensation, but being amenable to 
hints, I at once reversed my system with satisfactory 
results. 

I may here observe that my taies are of Taz Youre 
Lapy’s JourRNaL type, and that I never catered fer 
boys because I never had the chance. Plots never 
troubled me in the least, my imagination being won- 
derfully feound, and I begin stories with as little pre 
peration as the ficld-labourer dev otes to his daily task. 

ey develop as they proceed. 

Open with a dark night—rocky coast—body in sack 
flung into sca—-and you are off with a fair start anda 
clear road before you. Or scowling villain sees 
Gladys entering a stage-door ; ho buys pit ticket, 
discovers her in the ballet. Mystery—hush-money— 
“For pity’s sake do not tell my father ;” and there 
you are in the thick of it at once. Or flash of lightning 
reveals Reginald and Vina together on the moor, ahot 
ia heard, and Reginald is discovered weltering in Ris 
gore. Vina was the only person near him ! and there 
you are again. 

Variety is required and given ; but (1) 1 murder ; 
an inquest; (3) a trial, are stock-in-trade with 
which none is g°nuine. 

M tale referred to above opened with a 
wedding ceremony, which was interrupted at the. 
critical moment by un eclipse (“My readers will 
remember the terrible eclipse of 18—,” etc.). Whe: 
the darkness had passed, the bride had disappeared § 
That was a stroke of genius that should not have bem 
its own rewarc. But of course such a level of exeel- 
lence cannot be maintained. 

Matters of secondary inyportance sometimes gite 
me trouble. There ia an art in titles, for instance, 
and I have known great runs upon a_ favourite. 
ee are po ular, such as, ‘Who killed Ronald 

raham {” Maid or Wife$” “Can Love Atonet? 
The practised hand knows that it is maid, and 
course luve can invariably atone. ‘ ‘ 

Heroines are a niatter of taste. Mine are tallish and 
plump and of high degree, though on occasion I have 
Eooeed with a fragile little thing in black who ia made 
love to by her master’s nephew. The nose should be 
slightly retroussé ; thoy should be blue (as 4 rule) as to 
eyes, and the teeth—-there can be no exceptions—mest 
be pearly. 

Sai urea black moustache, dlasé, ese ola 
ought to have a wife in India or in a madhouws. 
There should be at least two yards of him. Names 
bother me more than anything else. I am always 
forgetting them. [f I had my own way my hervines 
would all be Jennies, Dollies, and the like, but we 
have fed the public on Lindas Tones, Realas, end 
Monsas, till they will have uone of our ordinary 

My custom now is to introduce the hard names af 
some point, such as the beginuing of a chapter, where 
reference is easy. I took to bone tists Peta file 
a politician to blue-books, and I price myself open 
my endirgs. When certain calculations tell oe I 
have reached the 4p 80H parsh, I fursr, thie gs ap 
upon the mystery, tumble heroine into hero’s arn, 
a call hoe asterisks. Then, three months aftes- 
wards, married lif>. “My little darling,” ho sags, 
fondly gathering her »p in his arms, “are you h 
at Tact 1” For reply she kisses him, she hag nao 
answer. There is nono haces: “Sir, cheque fr 
£3,” ote. Jf I had nothing else to do, I could write 
three penny numbers o week. 


immo! 
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BOMETHING NEW AND 


STRANGE. 


Aw ious improvement in ciga- 
a been dev.sed. It consists 


nsparen: 
which slides u the cigarette, and if the end of the 
latter is atied cith the tongue and the tube drawn 
ever it to project about a quarter of an inch, it forms 


tly an air-tight and perfect mouthpiece. The 
éaventer is Mr. Perrins Olton, near Birwingham. 


7 Mz. J.R. Howaera, of 243, Pentonville 
: & Safety Milk Road, King’s Cross, London, N., has 
q Boiler. patented an article which will be 
, especially useful in the nursery. It 
fs for the purpose of preventing milk from burning or 
boiling over the side of the pan. The article, which 
is similar in appearance to a candlestick with holes 
bored in the top and bottom, has to be placed in the 
of milk. When boiling, the milk will circulate 
h the holes regularly, thereby preventing itself 

from burning or boiling over. 


Ma. Heney Harris, of 99, West 

A Machine Hoe. Street, Brudford, has patented an 
implement for hoeing and harrowing 

land which contains many improvements of great 
ical value, one of thie chief of which is that the 
 eleroneir done by means of a revolving shaft, to which 
is attached a number of easily adjustable radial arma, 
carrying at their extremities peculiarshaped 


Bell’s Patent Ruler Company, 11, 
Jomton, EC. | It consiste of « little 
hi y the action of a spring, is kept 
miped agminst « pad saturated with red ink. Rachel 
y te ¥eel is a handle, and if one wants to rule money 
famns all that has to be done is any to run this 
reel up tho page, with the result that red lines of the 
iliar pattern appear. We suppose that at a rough 
estimate it would [ecpocie to rule tifty ps es by 
this while one could be done by the old-fashioned 
thod af pen and ruler. The article costa ls, and 
should have a good future before it. 


We have received from the Pipe 
K Pipe Cosey. Cosey Co, 3, Thorncombde Road, 
Dulwich, some samples of a very 
ingenious little article which they are putting on the 
market. It answers the purposes of a pipe case without 
involving the bulk of the latter. It consists of u little 
leather cap which fits over the top of the bowl of the 
ipe, and connected with which by a pieco of elastic is 
another little cap fitting over the opening in the 
: mouthpiece. The connection between these two caps 
i? is of elastic and is adjustable to any length of stem. 
ee, When the cosey is in position it is quite impossible 
for either ashes or nicotine to escape from the pipe 
& and befou! the pocket. Indeed a pipe only half smoked 
RS out could be carried with perfect safety, provided it 
t was fitted with one of these articlos, the cost of which 
i is sixpence. 


te growing crops, le the destruction of 8 18 

com ; the revolving hoes, in approach as 

ry as peanible te the old operation of hand-bocing. 

‘ moe A vant usefal little article, which will 
_ "WR Gemfert te rejeice many hearts in the counting- 
be Gashlers. house, has just been brought out by 


Pe 


Mr. Mronety, of the Horse Guards, 
& Life-saving has devised what eat prove an 
Apperatus. invention of considerable value in 
the saving of life. Its object is to 

provide'n ready and certain means for communicati 
m a wrecked vessel to the shore, by a line to whisk 
a cable can be attached and towed ashore. He usesa 
small balloon capable of supporting the weight of a 
a fine cord, which is paid out from the balloon itself, 
this balloon in a collupsed state is attached by a 
* leather connection to the nozzle of a stcel bottle 
i holding hydrogen gas at great pressure. ‘Tlie whole 
y Apparatus can be enclosed in a cylindricul case of 
lg moderate dimensions. When it is to'be used, the cover 
is taken off and the valve belonging to the bottie 
. turned, allowing the gus to instantly inflame the 
f balloon. A valve is placed in the neck of the balloon, 
which oloses immediately the inHation is completed, 
and the intiarubber tube is then cut, freeing the 
balleon, which is blown to shore by the force of the 
gale. The cord is wound ina bull and is attached to 
if the balloon, one end being retained on the vessel 80 
.* that it will pay itself out as the balloon floats away 
and not eause any drag on the halloon. When the 
whole line is paid out the balloon and line will bo 


q blown down to the ground by the force of the wind, and 
} the thin line will pulia stout rope which in turn will 
bring to shoro the cable for aaving life. 


1 and small chaira, are 
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ladies’ and easy 

te i up, and can be 

packed away in a comparatively small space. Theeasy 

chairs are adjustable ; their backs can be altered to any 

angle to suit the wish of the occupant, without rising 
fron: the chair or using any exertion. 


Billiard Marker. are so arraaged \ 
pockets that when a bail rolls into 
the pocket it strikes the button, and the point made is 
recorded by an annunciator on the wali of the room. 
The same principle has been applied to a pin-pool 
table. Push buttons are arranged im place of the 
pins on an ordinary poot table, aud the bulls passing 
over the buttons record the counts on the annunciator, 
so that the score is kept automatically and accu- 
rately. 
A Firm of German paper and cel- 
Useful Paper. lulose manufacturers has just intro- 
duced into the market a paper that 
can be applied to the most varied purposes. The 
material can be used for book backs, tablecloths, and 
as a temporary cover for roofs, as well as for packing 
oods. It can be laid on damp walls and as a coating 
for maps ; in short, its applicability ia extraordinarily 
manifold. This cellulose piper is far cheaper than 
parchment. It does not becoine sticky through heat, 
nor does it crack from the cold, as ia the case with oil- 


cloth. The disagreeable asphalte odour is not per- 
ceptible. 

Messrs. Bovp & Co., of Belfast, have 

A New Kind sent us some samples of rugs they 

of Rug. are manufacturing of an entirely 


new fabric, the distinguishing points 
of which are porous const:uction, which admits of tho 
escape of the insensible perspiration, and the providing 
of warmth without weight. The rugs, though very 
thick, are substantial in appearance, are extraordinarily 
light, and are at the same time a great deal wariner 
than those mado of familiar matenals. For the use 
of those recovering from attacks of influenza, with 
whom the preservation of an equable temperature is 
very desirable, nothing could, we should say, be better 
adapted. The rugs are made up in very pretty pat- 
terns, and should prove extremely popular, especially 
as Messrs. Boyd & Co. are pre to forward them 
on approbation. 


If any reader of Pearson’s Werkty wishes to com- 
municate with an expert regarding an idea fur a patent, 
let him vorite to the Edstor of this paner, marking the 
envelope PATENT. The letter will be hawlel toa gentle- 
man well known in connection with patents, who will 
put himself in communication with its sender. 


ee 


ALL GORTS AND CONDITIONS 
OF MEN. 


Her Grace of Portland is the tallest Duchess 
in the world. 


THE sp favourite horse is an old black 
pony named “ Jessic.” 


Rocarrort, although a Sfarquis by birth, owes 
his socialist principles to his mother, who was a Re- 
publican by inclination. 


Tue Baroness von Zuyllan, of Paris, has the 
finest stubles in the world for her magniticent horses. 
Even those of the Czar hitaself do not equal them in 
splendour. On Sunday afternoon she takes her tea 
in the stables, where, down the centre of the great 
building, a thick pHecarpet is piaced leading up to the 
tea-room. 


A aap little story is told of the Princess Wil- 
helmine of Holland, when she was about six or seven, 
which proves that the life of a princess is not quite a 
bed of roses. Once, when seated at play with three of 
her dolls, one of the wax babies misbehaved itself, and 
the little princess held ap her warning finger, saying, 
sternly: “If you are so naughty [ shall make you tnto 
& princess, and then you won't have any other little 
children to play with, and you'll always have to 
throw kisses with your hand whenever you go out 
driving.” 

Mr. Gzorcr Ricnmonp, R.A, is said to have 
drawn the portraits of a greater number of remarkable 
Britons than any other artist now living. He has 
executed between five and six theusan rtraits, 
hundreds of whioh have been engraved. Although he 
is fond of water-colour as a medium, he is given to 
doing life-size studies in chalk of all his best subjects 
as a preliminary to the real portrait. He pursued his 
artistic studies in Venice, Florence, and me Mr, 
Richmond is an old-fashioned painter. He does not 
approve of many of the modern ways of work, but his 
sive is of the greatest use te young artists, for he 
always recommends industry wad thorough knowledge 
of technique, 
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J. Frases Gatton bas invented an apparatus 
for measuring thoaght. 

ArrEE the Queen, the Dake of Edinb 
the richest member of the Reyel family. oer 


Lavy Hawxtns, the wife of the judge of that 
name, is a great flower fancier, and lately became 
patroness of the Nottingham Working Men’s Horti- 
cultural Society. 

Frepericn Somwarka, the traveller, once 
eeperieioel a temperature of seventy-one degrees 
below zero in the Arctic regions, near Burk’s Great 
Fish River. It is said to be the coldest ever endured 
by civilized man. 

Me. W. S. Griperr is an excellent stage 
manager. He is extremely courteous, and never loses 
his temper. He a dresses for the principal 
actors in his plays, generally invents all the more 
telling “ business.” This has especially been the case 
with Bis latest, Taz MOUNTHBAN KS. 


Mr. Jown Apgonratp Wittox, the new 
Liverpool M.P., was born in 1842 He has been for a 
quarter of a century the editor of THe Livegpoor 
Counien, and married, in 1888, the widow of the late 
Mr. Thomas Cope, the well-known tobacco mana- 
fucturer, whereby he became the largest partner in the 
tirm. 

Tuer King of Siam has ordered an English 
governess to be sent out for the edacation of his 
duughters. The place is a splendid one—with £700 a 
year salary, reutence in the palace, and all kinds of 
privileges. His Majesty insists upon his children 
becoming proficient in the English language, which he 
declares will become the language of the East. The 
Emperor of China seems to be of the same opinion, ag 
hc has begun to take lessons in English of a professor 
who has resided some time in China as photographer 
to the Court. 


Mrs. A-Hox, the first Chinese lady who has 
ever ascended the lecture-platform, is coming to 
England. She will speak through an interpreter, for, 
owing to her tiny feet, she cannot stand, but has to 
remain seated the whole time she is speaking. She 
has excited great interest in America, and comes as a 
missionary to this couutry. Her great point is made 
when she exhibits a small black idol which she wor- 
shipped in the days of darkness. Mrs. A-Hox knows 
two European languages, and speaks English like an 
Englishwoman. 

Josero Hatton, the popular novelist and 
journalist, is a North-country man, being the son of 
the late Mr. Francis Hatton, a Derbyshire newspaper 
i eee and publisher. Although his hair ia grey, 

e does not look tifty-four years of age, and he gets 
through more literary work now than he ever did in 
his life. He has started during his life innumerable 
publications, and established the tirst illustrated news- 
paper ever published in the provinces, “Joe,” as he 
is familiarly called by a large circle of frienda, is 
renowned for his good-nature and willingness to heip 
fellow scribes in times of ditliculty and distreas. Of 
late he has given up editorial work for that of writing 
novels, 

Tue Baroness Burdett Coutts is extremel 
fond of children. The beautiful gardens and grounds 
of her country house are constantly thrown open to 
school children, not in hundreds but in thousands ; and 
she enjoys the task—which is often looked upon as an 
irksome duty by royal and important personages—of 
prosiding at the giving of school prizes. She is, per- 
gonatly, one of the most popular women in England. 
In 1868, when the Reform procession occupied nearly 
three hours in passing her well-known house in Picca- 
dilly, the Baroness, then Miss Coutts, was recognised 
by the crowd at an open window. In ore instant a 
shout was raised, and for upwards of two and a half 
hours the air sae with the reiterated cheers, 
unanimous and heartfelt, of the people. The Baroness 
has been a British peeress for exactly twenty-one 
years. She is also one of the few women who possesses 
the freedom of the cities of London and Edinburgh. 


Waew Sir John Millais finished his “Ferdinand 
and Ariel,” the dealer who had promised to purchase 
it refused to complete the bargai “1 don't like it, 
and 1 won't buy it,” he said. Young Millais, then a 
boy of twenty, was obliged to swallow his dicappoint- 
ment. He went on painting, downcast but not 
discouraged, and one day another dealer appeared at 
the studio, accompanied by a pleasant old gentleman 
who seemed to know a good deal about pictures, 

This man listened sympsthctically to the story of 
Millais’ disappointment, and viewed the “ Ferdinand 
and Ariel” with genuine appreciation. “I want to 
present you with a book on art,” he said, taking a 
small volume from his pocket. ‘Ke sure you read it 
now. Lf you'll give mea pen I'll write your name in 
it” As he retired to the window to do so, the dealer 
took ovcusion to whisper to the young man that lis 
visitor was Mr. Ellison, a wealthy and intelligent 
patron of art. 

Presently the two took their leave, snd Millais of 
course opened his book to see what had been written 
on the dy leaf. Gut fell a cheque for one hundred 
and tifty guineas. Thus was the rejected picture sold, 
and the tide of fortune turned, 
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WORKERS AND THEIR 


M. CARNOT AND THE CARES OF 
STATE. 


Warsz in Parise few weeks ape I did my best to 
Interview the President of tho French Republic, but 
without success. “ You may see him, listen to him, 
and say anything ie like about the Elysée and the 
President's bome life,” I was told by one in authority, 
“but you must not say that you have his authority for 
anything that you do, ho must not be sent a proof, and 
of course the President of the French Republic cannot 
be interviewed like a common mortal” 

So, restricted Ly these limitations, I proceeded to 
find out with all duediscretion, all that is to be known 
about a man who might style himself, were it not that 
he is singularly silent about his own achievements, the 
greatest worker in France. 

Sadi Carnot is the third of his name who has gained 
prominence and position. His father was the son of 
@ very great man, nicknamed by Napoleon I. “ The 
Organizer of Victory.” He came by his strange 
oriental Christian name because his mother was fond 
of acollection of Persian poems translated from the 
works of a certain Sadi. 

When M. Carnot was first elected President great 
fon was made of this odd appellation, and ke now 
always styles himself “Carnot” short when signing 
documents and official papers. It is strange, however, 
how intensely Eastern is the cast of lis face ; he looks 
as though he had come straight out of the ARABIAN 
Nicats, and had only just had time to change his loose 
garwentas for a European suit. 

President Carnot was born fifty-five years ago at 
Limoges, the town colebrated tor its beautiful pottery 
and porcelain wares, At the age of twenty he entered 
the great engineering school {Ecole Polytechni:jue, 
and mode a special study of the building of roads and 
bridges; Lut, although a steady and industrious 
worker, he made but little iuipression in tie civil 
engineering world till the Franco-Prussian War, when 
he rendered vainatle services in organising the detences 
of the Seine-[nfcrieure. 

Sinoe 187] he has taken an active part in political 
life, and proved himself matchless for Parlixmentary 
committce-work, being orderly, methodical, and 
always willing to take troulle. 

His priveto life has been one of dignity, equally 
removed from parsimony or extravagance. 

The Elys“« is a magnificent pulace built round an 
fnner court, as most large Paris houses are ; the public 
entrance is in the Faubourg St. Honoré, not far frow 
the British Erobassy, and the garden slopes down on to 
the beautiful drive known as the Champs Ely cos, 

The apurtnients in which tho President and his wife 
receive visitors are very fine, their white and goid 
decorations and tall windows recalling the First Empire, 
and the elegant cold style brought into fashion by the 
Empress Josephine and her court. But the private 
rooms in which Monsieur and Madame really spend 
their lives are quite modern, and much tho pleasantest 
part of the palace. ; 

The President's study is a thoroughly business-like, 
yet cosy-looking, little room, photographs of his wise 
and their four children at various ages adorn the 
mantelpiece, and lie about in brocaded frames, put 
together by the deft fingers of your host’s married 
daughter, Madame Cunisset-Carnot. 

It is here that the President sees old friends and 
people who come on official business. He always has 
a couple of secretaries within call, but gets through 
most of his cuormous correspondence himself, aided 
by his indefatigable wife, who, in addition to all her 
duties as first. lady in the State, and mistress of a very 
large and important heasehotd, looks through all 
the principal French and English daily papers every 

day, in order to mark anything that may be of use or 
interest to her husband. AS ; 

The marriage of the then young civil enginrer to 
the pretty daughter of Join Stuart Mills friend 
and colleague, Dupont- White, was quite a romance. 

Mdlle. White, a bright, clever girl, reputed some- 
what of a blucetocking in her own circle of young 
friends, was a great favourite with Senator Carnot. 
With feminine sympathy she divined that mefual 
reserve and shyness kept the father and son apart, 
and set herself the task of bringing them together, 
Accordingly she made friends with the young min, 
and tried to “draw him out” on roads and bridges 
and kindred subjects. oe : 

Sadi proved his gratituds ny failing deeply in love 
with his father’s young friend, but no one was mers 
astonished than himse!t when ie discovered that Maile. 
Dupont- White was willing to becom hiv wite The 
engagement made quite a sensation, for 1t had alwows 
been believed that the handsame, learncd cacg! ter of 
Dupont-White would make a brilliant match, as indeed 
it has turned out she did. 

Madame Carnot has never had reason to repent hor 
choice. Her husband's atlection and devotion to Madan-+ 
la Présidente is evident to everyone who sees them in 
either public or private, and rinst of the spending of 
the Presidents oflicial mmcome, of almost £59,000 a 


year, is left in the hands of his wife. She 
oills, settles what is to be given in charity, no incon- 
siderable item, and keeps aif 


country and America, arrive in the course of & 
These are never answered. Madame Carnot laughingly 
declares that her husband would have to be writing 
his name, over and over again, fortwo hours every day 
if he wished to satisfy the hydra-headed autograph tiend. 
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pays the 


J c the accounts. 
The President's day varies little, anless he should be 


travelling, or when the elections areon. Like most 
Frenchmen, he is a late riser. 
served in his bedroom. At nine o'clock he goes into 
the little study previously mentioned, and opens his 
private letter 
desk. He pulls an easy chair up to the window, which 
opens on to the gardens of the palace, and stnokes a 
— whilst one of his secretaries reads him his 
etters. 


Cotfee and rolls are 


which are all placed in a pile on his 


His correspondence is a curious one. Every day he 


receives dozens of letters on all kinds of subjecta, some 
simply demanding money by virtue of the writer 
being both a good republican and hard up. The rela- 
tives of prisoners lying under sentence of death always 
address heartbroken appeals to the head of the State. 
The late President Grévy was solt-hearced ; M. Carnot 
is in favour of capital punishwent, and seldom, if ever, 
coulnutes a death sentence. 


Hundreds of applivations for autographs, from this 
year. 


When the correspoudence is over, the President 


saunters into his wife’s sittinc-room, a pretty apart- 
ment, 
indications, that its owner is of a literary and artistic 
turn of mind. On one side of the rooin is a bookcase 
full of choice volumes. 


which shows clearly, by # thousand triling 


Q A tiry Scotch terrier, given to 
Mauame Carnot by an English priice, sleeps on a rug in 


front of the fireplace. Magazines lie oi the little tables 
with novels and newspapers sent from [ritain ia 
Germany, to say nothing of all the leading French 
publications, 


At eleven, the President receives any member of 
, y 


the Government who may wish to speak to him 
privately, 
at which one or two friends generally assist, and where 
the food, tiough exquisitely cooked and served, ia of 
the plainest description, 


At twelve he has luncheon, a popular meal 


Madame Carnot is a practical housewife, and inter- 
.} 


views her co k every worning, writing out her own 
menus, and settling exactly what is to be bought, and 
how much isto be paid for it. Housekeeping cares and 
bills at the “ Elysée” are lightened by the fact that all 
the fruit, game, and flowers required by the Presidential 
houseliold is supplied by the keepers and gardeners of 
the country palace. Logs of wood for burning, oil, 
gas, aid electric light are also given, and fuod for three 
carriage: horses. 


At wwo o'clock such public documents as it is neces- 


sary for the President to read over aid sig are brought 
to him, and after this he is tree till dunuer-time, uniess, 
indeed, as is usvaily the case, there is a semi-otticial 
visit to be paid to an exhibition, school, or public in- 
stitution. 


On the rare occasions when he is not “on duty” in 
the afternoon the President takes a long walk with one 
of his two soldier sons. Unattended and unrecognised, 
they go off through the Bois de Boulogne and Saint 
Cloud on to the great breezy hills which encompass 
Paris, and come Tack at half-pasi six as hungry as 
hunters to the elaborate dinner pa:ty which tukes 
place nearly every day, for althuugh M. and Madaine 
Carnot never accept an invitation to dinner, save at 
one or other of the Lnubassies, they are expected to 
entertain on @ lavish ecvte their colleacucs. 


The decoration of the dinner-table is always done by | 


Madame Carnot and her daughter, and when water- 
lilies are in season they are the flowers most often 
chosen, for they are the President’s favourite blossom. 
Asin duty bound, the Elysee prtrouises French aud 
Parisian tradespeople exclusively, but an English 
coachman drives the Elysce horses. 

Madame Carnot delights in neat tailor-made 
garments, She spends about £1,900 on her gowns 
every year, principally on Lyons silks and brocades 
specially woven for her. The President is very simple 
in his personal habits, and is content to wear in town 
the grey trousers and long black frock coat dear to 
every Frenchman’s heart. 

Each summer the Elysée household misrates to 
Fontainebleau, the splendid castle where Napelcon I, 
signed his abdication and bid acieu to his Oid Guard. 

Madame Carnot spent her childhood in a little 
house close to the edge of the Forest of Fontainchlenu 
aud is extremely fond of the place. When there the 
President and his wife ocenpy the suite of rooms titted 
up by the Kinpress Enugénie for the Prince Imperial 
just before the declaration of the Franco-German 
Waar and the worthy townspeople of the erstwhile 
royn! and imperial borough seo every Sunday morning 
Madame Carnot kneeling in the pew once occupied by 
the brilliant, fantastic bugénie aud Napoleon TIL 

These fow weeks of comprurative lersure is the only 
time of rest allowsd himseit bs the Preectent, and even 
at Fontainebleau the work of the world must go on— 

vwinergs metst be sigh ‘d, royiities cutertaiued, and 
Mtourd Madame Carnot must never forget tor a single 
moment that they are, Lo all iutents ond purposes, the 
uncrowned king and queen of a people who is their 
sovereign, and to whom they owe a'legtince, 
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SHoprer (dejectedly) : “ All these toys are old.” 
Dealer : * Yes'm, but you must remember most of the 
babies are new.® 
——j-—__. 
Noruina, says Brown, is more disheartening to a 
man than the discovery that he has narried a woman 
who loves to keep his writing-table in order. 


——g-o-—___ 


_ Darwin acknowledged himself matched when his 

little niece asked him, seriously, what a cat had that 

no other animal haa He gave it up, after mature 

deliberation, andéhen the sly puss answered, kittens. 
— 

Wicxwrre: “I tell you, Yabby, my boy, there is 
nothing like a baby to brighten up a wan’s home.” 

Yabsley: “Yes; I have noticed that the gas seema 
to be at full height in your house at almost any hour 
of the night.” 

——— 

Aw Irishman in describing America said: “ You 
might roll England thru an’ it woulcn’t make a dint 
in the ground. ‘There's fresh water enough to drown 
Ould Ireland in ; and as for Scotland, ye might atéok 
it in acorner and ye’d never be able to find it out 
except by the smell of the whisky.” 


Fj 


Sin Wisuram Fraser recalls a clever retort made b 
Lord Adolphus FitzClarcuce when in France in at - 
ance on tiie Queen. He met the Prince de Joinville, 
who, as uw French admiral, professed to be patriotically 
bellicose—towards Englund in purticular. He said 
to Lord Ado!tptius, in atrieudly méuner : 

“You, my lord, and I are scawen; | have had bat 
one dream in my life—to command a smart French 
frigate, and to lay iy own alongside of an English 
ship of the same strength for twenty wmutes.” 

Lord Adolphus replied, ina perfect spirit of cour. 
tesy, “I think, sir, that ten would be enough.” 

ee Nees 


Sour quaint stories are told of the criticisms of the 
visitors to the “Enfant Prodigue,” the musical play 
without words, A worthy gentleman and his wife 
came up from the country, and, hearing and reading 
such favourable accounts of the performance, sent for 
seats. Nostalls were procuratle, aud they had to pat 
up with places at the back of the dress circle. They 
were much disappointed, and freely expressed that 
sentiment when they got home and were asked how 
they liked the plcy. 

“IT consider that we wasted our money,” said the 
lady, with some usperity. “It isthe worst theatre fox 
sound [ was ever in, I assure you throughout the 
whole evening we did not hear a single word !” 

Another anecdote is of # well-meaning lady, who, 
having ascertained that the play conveyed an excellent 
moral, took a party of gir!s there in order that they 
night improve their French accent. 
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THE HARDEST PROFBSSION IN 
THE WORLD. 


Tur admittanceof the general public to“s look behind 
scenes” at is now so frequent, that the 
mysteries of the stage have become very few. Amateur 
and singers are aynumerous as sin May, 
and everybody knows all the little “tips” which make 
ncting snd singing less laborious and more attractive. 
Wi e dancing itis different. There are as yet no 
amateur ballet-dancers, and this is, no doubt, partly to 
be accounted for by the fact that, in order to become 
an expert in the art, a course ining has to be 
undergone compared to the severity of which all the 
labours of the professional actor or singer are child's 
play. Ballet dancing has, indeed, remained an art of 
acquisition of which outsiders know nothing. 

About the precise form which this practice must 
take few have cared to instruct themselves, and some 
details on the subject will therefore, no doubt, be 
interesting. 

Every morning, about nine o'clock, the ladies of the 
ballet may be seen walking towards the theatre, all 
well shod, some poorly, some gorgeously olad, but 
almost without exception, fragile and thin. And this 
{is how thoy are trained : . 

Bvery day the pupil imprisons her feet in a pair of 
narrow cases in which, heel to heel, the tortured limbs 
are being accustomed to remain in a parallel position. 
After half an hour in cases another torture is 
substituted. This time one foot is placed on a bar, 
which is held by the hand opposite to the foot which 
is being atarcixed, and both feet and hand are changed 
at the word of command. 

And it must not be imagined that these hard tests 
have to be undergone only for a certain time. They 
have always to be continued if the dancer wishes to 

reserve her elasticity. A single week of rest has to 

paid for with several months of double and anin- 
terrupted work. The fable of Sisypbus and his rook 
is ised by the ballet dancer. She is the racehorse 
which pays with its rest, its pen tame and its 
liberty for the rapid victories in the field. 
Mdlle. aaglions, after a two hours’ lesson by her 
father, fell fuinting on the floor of her room, and 
remained unconscious while she was undressed, 
sponged, and redressed. The lightness of her mar- 
vellous dancing before the audience was paid for at 
this price. 

These daily exercises having come to an end, al] the 
different nie are gone through, the professor rapidly 
~=-fodicafing ti changes from one step to another. And 

ow hot the poor creatures become! Some moan and 
sigh ; some gasp and cough ; others can scarcely stand 


on their feet. With the dancers only the grow 
stout, sometimes, indeed, too much so, but their arms, 
their shoulders, their chests are a pitiful sight. 


The following is the description of a re pe lesson 
on the stage of the Paris Opera. All the ies are 
dressed in cotton or flannel, which leaves their arms 
and shoulders bare, with a garment down to their 
knees, and boots like the cothurnus. The wealthy 
among them have costly fur coats ; the poor have thin, 
shabby shawls or waterproofs to wrap themselves in 
after the performance is over. On the stage two dim 
lights are burning ; several gentlemen stand about, 
one of them carrying ab&ton. The orchestra consists 
of two violins. e master of the ballet, beating-the 
floor with his b&ton, calls out : 

“Now then, ladies, silence, if you please! We begin 
again. The second tableau.” And aig the atti- 
tude which his pupils are to assume, he shouts, 
“Attention ! The prison scene and the prisonor’s step. 
You are chained—you—yoa look towards the sky. 
Towards the sky, I tell you! Cross qenr hands, and 

ut one foot forward. Unfasten your hands. Quickly ! 

t your foot back |” 

Not unfrequently the b4ton is used for other pur- 
poses than merely to beat time, and the lesson goes on 
amid scolding and reviling. 
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A RIDICULOUS DUEL. 
Tus when most frequent was 


bier | was 
t or the 
by oy polar t was o pertod Sf mili- 


tary expeditions and all sorts of swashbuckling, and 


‘the soadiveck tee tpi spread into civilian life. 


The du 
Marquis Mer 


countries. 

One day another famous duelli f 
came to see his friend the oa yh beg erle de Sainte- 
Marie. It should be explained that in French pterrot 
means sparrow, and merle means blackbird. __ 

“ Marquis,” he said, “I am a Bonapartist and 
you are a Royalist. Moreover, I am the Sparrow, and 
you arethe Blackbird. Doesn't it strike you that there 
1s one bird of us too many?” ; . 

“It does, precisely,” said the Marquis. “ My choice 
is pistols ; and, as is appropriate for birds, let us fight 
in the dey aa 

“ ” gai "Tgsa C. 

iaten were not a sufficiently ridiculous thing that 
one man should challenge another, because his name 
was Sparrow and the other's Blackbird, the duel was 
actually fought from trees. The seconds stood on the 

round below. Tke pistols were fired at the signal. 

here was a rustling among the leaves of one of 
the chestnut-trees. It was Pierrot d'Isaac, who, 
wounded severely in one leg, came tumbling to the 
ercand, “like a ripe chestnut,” Sainte-Marie’ seconds 
Bai 


Pierrot d’Tssac, 


Fortunately he caught on one of the lower branches, 
and was helped to the ground by his seconds. At this 
point Merle de Sain reang Pia i Ae oes tri- 
umphantly, imitating the song of a blackbird. saac 
= ne) until he was roncrare from his wound, and 
then challenged Sainte-Marie for the chirp. 

This time there was nothing amusing about the 
duel. It was fought with swords, and te-Marie 
was badly wounded. The sparrow had avenged him- 
self upon the blackbird. 


“ On, tell me where is fancy bred,” sang the poet. 

‘There's a very good confectioner round the corner,” 
said the prosaio man. 

—_-fo—__—_—. 

He: “Oh, that you would give me permission tolay 
my burning heart at jour feet |” 

Bae: “Yon may ; they are very cold.” 

—_—_fe——___. 
AmasBie Tovugist (to guide): ‘ That’s a very impos- 
ae ide.” 
uide : “ Indeed you are right, sir; most people are 
imposed on by it. They think ‘tis marble, but it’s only 
painted timber.” 
oho ——__—_ 

“Your husband,” said the caller, sympathisingly, 
“was a man of many excellent qualities.” 

“Yes,” sighed the widow, “he was a good man. 
Everybod “ys so. I wasn’t much acquainted with 
him myse © belonged to six clubs,” 

———_2fo—____ 

A GENTLEMAN lately dismissed a clever but dis- 
honest gardener. For the sake of his wife and family 
he gave him a character, and this is how he worded 
it:—“I hereby certify that A. B. has becn my gurdener 
for over two years, and that during that time he 
got more out of my garden than apy man I ever 


employed.” 
————t 

Qurstzr: “I should like to hear, my friend, how you 
knew that it was going torain to-day. Thesun set 
night in drapery of mazy gore; every meteorological 
idicaton assured fine weather, and yet you confidently 

redicted the storm that was upon us. I do not see 
how you could come to such a conclusion. What 
prompted you to the prophesy ” 

Jester: “ Am infallible forerunner of a storm. I spent 
two hours in watering my planta last evening.” 

——jo—__ 

A youna married lady one morning gave her hus- 

band a sealed letter, which he was to read when he 
‘ot to his office. He did as he was told, and the 
etter ran ws follows: 

“TI am ovliged to tell you something that may give 
you pain, but there is no help for it. You shall know 
everything, whatever be the consequences. For the 
last week I have felt that it must come to this, but I 
have waited until the last extremity, and can remain 
silent no longer. Do not overwhelm me with bitter 
reproach, for you-will bave to pet up with your share 
of the trouble as well as myself.” 

Cold iration stood in thick drops on the brow 
of the vas and, who was prepared for the worst. 
With a trembling hand he turned over the page and 


read on: 

“Our coals are all done. Please order a load to be 
sent this afternoon. I thought you might forget it 
for the tenth time. and therefore wrote you this 


” 


etter, 
But he didn’t } 


' he turned over twice. At last he stra 
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RISKS AND ESCAPES AT 
NIAGARA. 


THERE were aie men before Captain Webb, and 

bolas unk fast’ te the atiitag oon 
D C) © awirlin, 
i? For fifty foot he feH like a plummet. Shen 


é the water with 
an awful slap. This man died. 

Bat such little accidents only stimulate the reckless. 
Another jumper soon appea He wore harness over 
his shoulders ; to it was attached a wire, running over 
a cylinder on the bridge. This kept his feet straight 
toward Davy Jones’s locker, and he survived the leap, 
to his ctuitlersile personal profit. From the bridge 
to the water he went in four scconds—the only time on 
record. 

Of accidents some very strange ones are recordd., 
One lady stoo for a cup of water, lost her balance, 
and was out of reach and over the falls almost before 
her amazed husband knew what happened. 

Another lady stooped to pick a flower on the brink 
of the Table Rock. She was taken up dead from the 
rocks below. 

In 1875 an accident equally sad and foolish ocourred. 
An engaged couple went behind the falls into the Cave 
of the Winds without a guide. The lady sought to 
bathe in a 1 which even the guides never visited. 
For her. folly she perished, and her lover lost his life in 
trying to save hers. 

erhaps the most dramatio accident was tlie follow- 
ing :—A playful young man confer up @ charming 
child who was watching the tumbling waves. “Now, 
Lizzie, I am going to throw you into the water,” he 
said, and swang her back and forth. She screamed, 
struggled, and slipped from his hands. He gazed arter 
her, realised what he had done, and leaped. Rescue 
was hopeless. Perhaps he did not deserve death, and 
at least censure may die with him. 

Of esca there are one or two narrow almost 
beyond belief, and which involve stories of skill and 
bravery well worth telling. Not many years ago a 

inter was at work on Second Sister's d, when 

e fell into the water. He wasoldand weak, and while 
his position was not very dangerous at first, he soon 
floated down, and toward midstream, when, just as he 
seemed hovering on the brink, and exactly forty feet 
from it, if contemporary records are to be Latteved, he 
caught on a rock. 
ow long would his muscles endure the strain? 
And who would rescue him, andhow? Thecrowd was 
bela until a guide appeared with a coilof rope. One 
end he left in ioety hands, and with the other he 
plunged into the boiling tide. When he reached the 
per painter the old man stil] held in his hand the putty 
ife with which he was working. He shifted the 
knife to his pocket, tied the painter to the rope, and 
they reached the shore safely. 

In another case a boatman was crossing the river 
above the falls, when a fog suddenly came on. He lost 
his bearings ard knew he was drifting to death. His 
cries alarmed the village, and bells were rung for 
him to row towards them. Then an oar broke. His 
only hope, then, lay in a paltry little anchor and a 
common rope, which was very thin and, moreover, 
much worn. 

He examined every foot, nay, every inch of it 3 he 
a at the knots at each end. Time was cious, 
but he could not afford to make a mistake. en he 
threw it over. It ee along the stones, and his 
heart beat each time it failed to catch a grip. At last 
it caught, and brought the boat up ata , while the 
tense string throbbed like the base gut of a harp as 
the water rushed by it. 

For the moment it held. How soon would it part! 
He shrank from feeling along the strands ie ce 
more afraid not to, lest he should read his fate in the 
twine tense and twanging under the current. Inch by 
inch his fingers travelled to hia arm’s length. So long 
as it held there he was safe, Time and time again 
through the long night he did this, but never, he said, 
without a heart like lead and hands quivering like a 
] When morning dawned, as at last it did, he was 
easily saved. 

In another case the danger to life, though consider- 
able, was not imminent. A tug was towing three scows, 
when one went adrift. With admirable promptness 
and address, the captain of the tug cut loose the rest of 
his tow, and steamed ahead of the drifting barge. 
There he held it by steam-power, and when the others 
came along a line was passed, the throttle was thrown 
wide open, and it was sought to make way up stream. 

But they bad drifted fairly within the grasp of the 
spirit of the waters, and for a time it seemed he would 
not let go his own. Finally, a foot was gained, and in 
a few seconds another, and then the tug of war was 
virtually over. 

An escape of ther sort was that of a murderer. 
The sheriff was be him, the river in front, and 
only the wires of the old bridge at Lewiston to help 
him across. Hand over hand he began the passage. 
His hands quickly blistered, and then they bled. 
Again and again he rested his arms by hanging by 
his legs, At last he reached the opposite bank, and 
lay panting full an hour before re continued his 
flight. The feat was certainly a remarkable one for 
an amateur. 
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FACTS. 


_ 

calculated that every ten days of London fog 

ae people on beds of sickness, and kills 2,500. 

days of smoking rich people smoked 

john deg Ne poorer classes made a ae inae shell 
and a straw answer their purpose. 

Tas telegraph office in the world is in Lon- 
don, in Post Othce. In it there are over three 
thousand operators constantly employed, about one- 
third of whom are women. 


Ir seems that at Hyderabad a photographie studio 
has been opened in which the operators are all women. 
The Koran forbids the making of portraits, but the 
muftis have declared that photography cannot be in- 
oluded in the prohibition, since the Prophet knew 
nothing about it. 

A Huor mustard plaster, made of one hundred pounds 
of the best se mixed to the proper consistency 
in & og tee gh recently applied to the elephant, 
Queen Jambo, in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. 
The animal had shown symptoms of pneumonia; and 
the plaster, aided by an internal application of five 
ounces of quinine in two gallons of whisky, effected a 
cure. 

A Broopixss Victopy.—In the year 1792, the women 
of roulon declared themselves in a state of insurrection, 
end, assembling in great crowds, threatened to hang 


the magistrates if they did not lower the price of 
sugar. e procurator-syndic at first laughea at their 
threats, but the multitude, refusing to disperse, he 


assem the Council-General of the commune, and 
ordered the fire-engines, with a plentiful sup ty of 
water mixed with soot, to be drawn out in battle 
array. Bya vigorous discharge of the smutty artillery, 
the insurgents in petticoats were completely routed, 
and retired peaceably to their homes. 


Woy THE SERVIANS ARE Poor —According to an old 
fervian legend; when the nations were about to dis- 
tribute the world among themselves, they all assem- 
bled in the centre of the universe, divided it into parts, 
and drew lota. Some, however, refused to leave it to 


chance, ferring to make their own selection. “ We,” 
said the i want wisdom.” “We want the sea,” 
said the Rnglish, The Turks said, “ We want the land.” 


“Gold and war for us,” said the French. The Russians 


said, “We prefer the mountains and the mines.” 
“ Well, you Serviana, and what do you want 7” “AhI” 
they replied, “we are thinking.” And to this day they 


have not done thinking yet. 


Rsoxies3 StavcntTer.—The United States National 
Museum prints a capital paper, by Mr. Frederic A. 
Lucas, on aniimals recently extinct, or threatened with 
extermination, «s represented in the museum's collec- 
tion. In each caso the cause of destruction is noted. 
Mr. Lucas finds that in nearly every instance the cause 
is “ reckless slaughter by man.” Asan instance of the 
way in which animals may be destroyed, he refers in 
the introduction to peccaries. In 1885 these little 
animals were so abundant in eeveral counties of Toxas 
that their well-worn tails were every where to be seen, 
while their favourite haunts could be readily picked 
out by the musky odouc charaoteristio of the creatures. 

y after this date, hog-skin goods being in favour, 

@ price of two shillings each was offered for peccary 

i with the result that by 1890 the peccaries were 
practically exterminated. 


A Brornen’s Sacriricn—In the drowsy little village 
of Edmonton, near London, there stands a dingy house 
shut in by heavy iron railings. It was once a private 
madhouse. The padded room is still shown in which 
poor Mary Lamb was confined when in her dangerous 
paroxysms. Next to it is a dreary Kittle chamber 
where her brother Charles, during the last years of 
his life, kept watch over her. She was seldom able to 
recognise him, but in the hope of brightening her few 
sane hours he gave up his friends, the life of mighty 
London, which was so dear to him, and at last his 
work. "He shut out all happiness, all ambition, all 
the possibilities of his future, and the task which he 
only could do for the world, “for Mary.” No other 
hand has ever been able to take up the pen which 
this writer laid down to soothe a poor insane woman. 
The world lost much in this noble and helpful sacrifice 
to daty. 

A Nzicnzovrgnoop SAVED ror TWELVE SHILLINGS. 
—How little it takes to keep together the body and 
soul of # Russian peasant is demonstrated by o 
remarkable piece of news which reaches us from 
Saratov—once a flourishing town on the Volga, but 
now on the road to ruin, owing to circumstances over 
which the inhabitants have had_no control. There 
dwells in this city Mr. John Golden, an English 
engineer, who has iitted up a kitchen and dining- 
room for the poor people, and has done a great deal to 
alleviate the distress. Heo states that it costs a mere 
trifle to rescue the unfortunate victims of the existing 
dearth. He had, he said, saved “a emall neighbour- 
hood” from starvation by distributing work and fire- 
wood, and that at a total oxpenditure of twelve 
ili In face of this fact, the estimate of Gospodin 
Bhishkoff that a man’s life can be saved for a pound 
sterling seems within the bounds of accuracy. 
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Grama soldiers are to have a tent divided into tw 
parte, each of which can be worn as a great-coat. i 


Tax Chinese labourer has no Bunday, and in his case 
to profess three religions at the same time is not 
inconsistent. 

Ir is said that the first cost of building a fleet of 

Atlantic liners is a trifle compared to the cost of run- 
ning them ; in less than three years it will exceed the 
cost of construction, so enormous is the constant ex- 
penditure in wages, port-duties, and repairs. 
_ A narg gold ooin has just been found at Bergerac, 
in France. It is astated, or tetradrachma, of Philip IL 
of Macedonia, It weighs 74grammes. This coin must, 
it is said, have been struck by the Gauls two or three 
centuries before the Christian era’ According to M. 
Lenormant, there is only one other coin of this de- 
scription in existence. 

Tue old times were not good times for servants. 
Here is a deed which, nowadays, would be deemed 


most brutal and unmanly, recorded in Pepys’ Diary 
as rather commendable than otherwise :—“ December 
observing some things to be 
took a 


2, 1680. This morning, 
laid up not as they should bo by my girl, 
broom and basted her till she cried exceedingly.” 


Human Maonets.—Tho human frame is an excel- 
lent magnet. A man will carry a watch for years and 
be proud of its accuracy ; then he will fall sick, the 
watch will lie on the mantleor on the dresser, and will 
develop great inaccuracy und irregularity. No expla- 
nation is forthcoming except the one that the absence 
of wagnetism upsets the time announcer, and the best 
proof of this is that when the man gets round again 
and earries his watch it soon goes ali right. Notwo 
men appear to have the same magnetiam in their frames, 
and it is seldom that two individuals can use the same 
watoh satisfactorily. 

ServiaN Miurary Drums.—A curious incident 
connected with the Servian Army is the manner in 
which most of the regiments carry the big drum. Itis 
not, as in most other countries, slung in front of the 
man who plays it, but is placed upon a small two- 
wheeled cart drawn by a large dog, which has been so 
trained that it keeps its place even through the longest 
and most tedious of marches, The drummer takes up 
position behind the cart, and performs on the instra- 
ment as it moves along. Each regiment possesses two 
or three drama, but scarcely any one of them can be 
said to possess @ proper band. 

Waicn 18 THE Sarest Parr oP A TRAIN 7—Most 
railway travellers have a superstition that the safest 
part of a train is the centre, and in that position, 
as a rule, the best carriages are placed. There is 
another common belief among travellers that if a 
composite train is made up of part eee ir coaches 
and part goods trucks, the trucks for safety should 
be next to the engine, so that if anything is run into 
the trucks bear the first shock. Yet the fact is entirely 
the reverse. For some time past the Board of Trade 
has recommended that in composite trains the 
passenger coaches should be placed next to the engines, 
with the goods trucks trailing behind. It is now 
intended to make this compulsory regulation under 
the Railway Act of 1889. 


Tonkish Bacnerors—Both the State and the 
Church in Turkey combine to make a bachelor’s life 
miserable. As long asa man’s parents are living, he 
can live with them without experiencing any difli- 
culty. But as soon as they die he must obtain 

ermission from hoth civil and religious authorities 
before he can be admitted to any other household ; 
and, moreover, it is the duty of the proprietor of the 
household he enters to sce that males and not females 
wait upon him. Should the bachelor be possessed of 
sufficient means to occupy a house, or rent unfur- 
nished apartments, he cannot possibly obtain such 
simple privilege unless he can show that a woman of 
undeniable repute lives with him therein. Mother, 
sister, or aunt, will remove this difficulty. Bata man 
without any relationa may be without a home for an 
indefinite period. 

How Specracie Lenses are Mave.—In the manu- 
facture of spectacle lenses the bit of glass to be formed 
into a lens is fastened by means of pitch to a small 
block of hard rubber, so that it may be held. It is 
ground by being pressed against a rapidly-revolving 
cast-iron disc on a vertical spindle, and with curvature 
equal and opposite to that desired in the lens. This is 
the “rough tool,” and is kept moistened with emery 
and wator. Several grades of emncry are used in suc- 
cession, changing from coarse to fine as the poe 
proceeds. The glass is then transferred to the “tine 
tool,” made of brass, and compared from time to time 
to a standard curve in order to insure accuracy. In 
this second grinding the abrading material is rough. 
Finally, the lens is polished by being pressed against a 
piece of cloth owdered with rouge and fastened to the 
rotating tool. The glass is now loosened froin its block, 
turned over, and the reverse sido of the lens ground. 
When this has been accomplished the lens is placed on 
a leather cushion, and hold fienuly in position by a 
rubber-lipped arm, while a diamond gliss-cutter pass- 
ing round an oval guide traces a similar oval on the 
glass below. The supectluous glass is removed by steel 

inoers, and the rough edges are ground smooth on 

tch wheels. 


A womses of rich men in Vierms have formed aclub, 
the chief object of which is to encourage marri 
with poor girls, member who marries a w: y 
el ~ la pay cldigehe' Lose This poe 
resen some 
heh ly couple engaged to 
Wart does it matter if we lose a few minutes in a 
whole day? Answer :—Time-table (days in a year, 
313 ; working hours in a day, 8). Five minutes lost 
each day is in a year 3 daya, 2 hours, 6 minuten; 10 
minutes is 6 days, 4 hours, 10 minutes ; 20 is 13 days 
and °0 minutes; 30 minutes is 19 days 4 hours, 30 
minutes ; GO minutes is 39 days 1 hour. 


Tar Opps ww Pircn anp Toss.—Thv latc Sir George 
Airy, who for so wany years filled tho office of 
Astronomer Royal, is said to have once spent a while 
week in to.sing baifpennies with wnother cuin it 
mathematician, the late Professor Kelland, of Ewa 
burgh, in order to discover something wout ihe law of 
chances; and the largest consecutive number oil 
identical throws they got in that time was twenty- 
eight. be seem to have been somewhat fortune, 
for tho odds against such a seriea wre two bundr:d 
ris thirty-five thousand, four hundred aud fifty-five 

one. 


A Rartway Tows.—Tue growth of Crewe is, per- 
haps, as striking as anythingsin the history of ruilway 
enterprise. This onca insignificant village, which in 
1813 had a population of fifty-one only, and ten years 
later could only boast of 203 inhabitants, all told, now 
numbers 30,00C, who are almost all railway empioyés. 
The Crewe works now occupy 116 acres, thirty-three of 
which are covered, the number of men directly em- 
ployed being upwards of 7,000. In May, 1876, the 
nom pletion of the 2,000th engine was cignalled u 
public rejoicing. On July 4th, 1887, the 2,000t 
engine was comple’ Crewe possesses s incchanics 
institute, built and supported by the company. 
Science and art classes are connected w.t: the 
institute, and its students have won more Whitworth 
Scholarships than those from any other place. It 
has also a well-stocked library and good reading-rov:. 
There is a volunteer engineer corps, six hundred 
strong, composed entirely of men employed in the 
works. 


How ro Kit a Cat.—A number of people arc in 
terested in learning the best way of painlessly killing 
animals, and we may usefully note a communication 
on the subject from a correspondent of THE ENciIsB 
Mecuanio. He writes: “The most merciful way of 
destroying cats is to chloroform them. Draw a sock 
(knitted one preferred, as being elastic) over pussy’e 
head so that the toe of the sock is brought to her head, 
ornearly so; then pourabouthalf ateaspoonful of chtoro- 
form on the sock close to her nose. most 23 soon Bs 
she has become frightened by the unusual mnell of 
chloroform she quietly goes off to sleep ; a little wore 
chloroform is added—perhaps twice—and pussy never 
wakes again. The indiscriminate laying down of poison 
for cats, or anything else that may come along, cannot 
be too strongly denounced. If the cats are not ‘in 
hand ” that are required to be poiso they may be 
caught in wire traps and chloroformed age a rem 
a small spray-producer, without removal froin the cace 
until asleep or dead. Chloroform costa about si>- 
pales an ounce retail, and an ounce would kill two 
or three. 


MISSING WORD COMPETI- 
TION No. XI. 


On the second white page is an article entitled, A 
Poass or Russian Prison Lire. The last word 
of it is omitted. Readers who wish to enter this 


competition must cut out the e, fill in thir 
word, write their names and addresses along the 
bottom of the page, and send it, with a orde) 
for one shilling, to reach us at latest by first post 0). 


Monday, February 29th, the envelope marked “ : 
The correct word is 10 the fends of Messrs, Shade, 
Lewis, & Slade, Chartered Accountants, peice 
CLambers, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C,enclos 
in an envelo sled with our seal. Their atatemcat 
with regard to it will appear, with the result of 
the competition, in our issue for the week after 


next. 

The whole of the-money received in entrance fees will be 
divided amongat those competitors who jill in the word 
correctly. 

Competitors must please fold their papers in such a 
munner ‘hat the word filled in appears without the 

e ha...g to be unfolded. 

t is hoped that competitions will be posted as carly in 
the week as possible. Members of the same family may 
compete if they like, aud anyone may send «3s many 
attempts as they choose, provided that cach is accow- 
panied by a postal order. 


o 


506 
FICTION, 


HIS WATERLOO. 


Siw hed hunted for the North Pole, and he claimed 
that he had foand it ! 
Horn was but a picnic, for he knew how to sur 
round it ; 
And Sasi it oame to Africa—well, now I shouldn't 


er, 
Bat that he growled when people thought to Stanley 
he'd knock under, = 
¢ For he'd hob-nobbed with all— 
Beast, king, and cannibal. 
Well he knew the Congo, Niger, and the Nile ; 
Kilmanjaro he straddled, 
Though his very guides grew addled ; 
Nor could Tanganyika’'s billows stir his bile. 


In the a of Asia's jungles the tiger he had cap- 
tar 
On the Himalayan summits he had rhapsodised en- 


raptured ; 4g 
He delved in Buddha's mysteries, then China he in- 


Vi — 

The doctrines of Confucius he furiously raided. 
In Australia, by the way, 
He was utterly au fart ; 

In the bush he lived for days on 
He had voyaged upon a w 
Till he felt himself a sailor, 

And for lack of lands to conquer he was blue. 


‘arco. 
or 


Bo he pitched into astronomy, and the wide heavens 
dissected 


Till he could tell just why the sun with smallpox is 
atfeoted. 
He ane the man within the moon is quite a jolly 
fellow, 
And that the Milky-way runs o'er with cream both 
thick and mellow ; 
Yet, when his wife forgot 
Her purae, and made him trot 
To search in a dreas-pocket for it—mind ! 
There his Waterloo he met, 
f And he learned that there were 
Things that even he could never, never fin 


Doixa tae Menpine Himsetr.—They had beon 
married more than six months, and in the ordinary 
course of thimgs the numerous articles of tin ware 
‘showed signs of having been made too soon, inasmuch 
as several had small holes ifthem. A happy thought 
struck him. He would get an iron and some so/der 
and mend them himself, He got the iron (four 
shillings), a shillingsworth of solder, and sixpenny worth 

resin. He came home with them went into 
the kitchen looking so proud and happy, that his wife 
would have felt happy too, were it not for an over- 
poser deed of an impending mess. 

He for the articles needing repair. His wife 
b ht out @ pan. 

“Where's the rest, bring ‘em all out, an’ let me 
make one job of them while I’m about it. 

He got them all out and seemed disappointed that 
there were not more of them. He pushed the iron in 
the fire, got a milk-pan inverted cer hia knee, and, with 
the soldor in his hand, waited for the right heat. 

“That iron only cost four shillings, and it'll never 
wear out, and there’s enough solder in this piece to do 
a9 pounds’ worth of mending,” he explained to his 

6. 


Pretty soon the iron was at the right heat, he 
thought. Ho rubbed the resin aboat the hole which 
was to be repuired, held the stick of solder over it, 
and carefully applied the iron. It was an intensel 
interesting moment. His wife watched him wit 
feverish interest. He said, apeaking laboriously as he 
applied the iron: 

The—only—thing—I—regret—about—it—is—that 
—!I —didn’t — think — of — getting — this — before — 


we— 

Then ascended through the ceiling and up into the 
very vault of heaven the most tremendous yell that 
woman ever heard ; and, the same instant, the iron 
flew across the table, the pan went clattering over the 
floor, and the bar of sulder struck the wall with such 
force as to smash throuth both plaster and ‘lath, and 
before her horrified danced her husband, sobbing, 
soreaming, and holding on to his left leg as desperatei 
as if it was made o1 avlid gold and studded with 
diamonds, 

“Send for a doctor! Oh! Oh! 
he Eat 

uat then his gaze fell upon the soldering-iron. In 
an instant he caught it up. and hurled is through the 
window without the preliminary of caising the sash. 
It was some time before the thoroughly frightened 
and confused woman realised that some of the wolten 
reg had run through the hole in the pan and on to 

8 leg. 

He invariably sonds thom out when they require 


mending now, 


I’m a dead man !” 
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Omty Rergarzp To Bs Dsnovncep.—It is our sad 
duty to announce one of the most colossal ties of 
recent years. It comes from Suffolk, and is a plain tie 
without an extenuating circumstance. We repeat it 
only that we may denounce it and the man who tells 
it, who is said to have Parliamentary aspirations. He 
weuld be a very dangerous man to have in Partiament, 
and we must do what we can to prevent his 
there. The story which he tells is this :— f 

He hase farm near a river. A week the river 

te rise, and he saw that his be 
submerged. : 

He transferred his family and also his steck 
and moveable property to ‘There 
was on his fnrm—so he says—exactly two miles of 
barbed-wire fence. It was five-wire fence, and there 
were thirty-two barbs to the rod, or a grand total of 
ene hundred and two thousand four hundred barbs. 
Yet this industrious liar and the other no less enter- 
prising prevaricator, his bailiff, baited everyone of 
these barbs with a small bit of meat. They 
and managed to escape to the high land just as the 
water caine up. 

For twenty-six hours the water remained five feet 
above the top of the fence. Then the river 
and the hardened and disreputable man went down 
and examined his fences. He found—so he has the 
assurance to say—a fish hanging from every barb 
except th or one hundred aad two thousand three 
hundred aa ninety-seven in all There were pike, 
perch, tench, roach, barbel, bream, and many other 
varieties, 

They averaged ten pounds each in weight, giving 
him the astonishing total of one million twenty-three 
thousand nine hundred and seventy pounds of fresh 
fish. He discharged the bailiff because he had not 
properly baited the three barbs which failed to catch 
any fish. 

If this man does get into Parliament think of the 
consequences if he should begin to discuss the Irish 
Question ! 


Tue Reapina Boy.—It was in our golden youth. 
We were a poet then. (“We were a t” sounds 
oddly, but it is due to the exigencies of the editorial 
“we.”) We had written a sweet, a touching m, 
and had sent it tothe local paper. We should here 
rewark that our writing can hardly be called the most 
legible. 

"Oeeiaan took us to the office, and there, as we passed 
a room with half-open door, came the voice of a boy, 
reading in a dull monotonous tone to someone, who in 
a gruff voice interposed frequent corrections. 

“Ab,” thought we, “’tis the reading boy and the 
reader with the ‘proofs.’ What do they read now! 
Sounds like ‘ prices current’; or is it ‘shipping news,’ 
or—” A word accidentally told us what it wus. The 
boy was roading our exquisite Bs bee Tus Bersrr 
Motagr. Speli-bound, we listened to the foiiowing 
proceeding : 

Rseapine Boy.— ‘Sad thou’rt kneeling ’'—comma— 
‘O my mother’—comma—‘ cheerfully thou pick’st a 
boue’”— 

Proor Reaper.—‘Stuf! ‘Tearfully thoa sigh'st 
alone’ is what it is.” 

R. B.—‘‘* Whilst around thee memories floating 
whisper of a rnubarb,’—comma.” 

P. R.—‘Cherub’—you with your rhubarb! No 
stop.” 

R. B.—‘ Whisper of a cherub blown’—semi-colon—” 

P. R.—“‘ Flown, flown ’—full point.” 

R. B.—“ ‘Cherub flown'—period. ‘Ah’—comma— 
‘thy babe hath left thee beery'—somi-colon— reela’”— 

; ary It’s ‘dreary,’ can’t you read!— 
cominn— kneels.’” 

R. B—“Right! ‘I left thee dreary’—comma— 
‘kneels not at his mother’s sneeze.’ "— 

P. R.—"Sneeze be hanged! ‘Mother's knees'— 
semi-colon.” 

R. B.—“‘ List '—comma—‘ that stutter’—comma—* 

P. R.—“ ‘Tlutter, flutter,’ I tell you.” 

R. B.—‘‘ Flutter’—comma—‘’tis his bunions ’"—note 
of admiration.” 

P. R.—“ No, no; ‘pinions.’” 

R. B—“All right. ‘Tis his pinions! 


Crickey ! 
Ike, he’ ”"— 
* Payche-like, he.’” 


P. R.—“ Great Scot ! 

R. B.—‘ ‘ Payche-like ’"—comma—‘ he offers beer'— 
semi-colon.” 

P. R.—‘*‘ Hovers near’”— 

R. B.—“ Right! ‘May bug '—comma.” 

P. R—“‘ May be! may be!'” 

R. B.—“ * May be to caress thee, mother ’—comma— 
‘or to kick, and bray, and jeer’ ”— 

P. R.—“ Here—stop, stop! ‘Or to kiss away a tear’ 
is what it is.” 

R. b.—“* Or to kiss away a tear’—fnll point—‘ Ay, 


his smother '”— 
[Left reading. 
* * a ® * 


but we had not the heart to hear another line 
and with a bitter sigh we turned and hurried from the 


establishment, and have never since cared to hear a 
proof read. 


There were fourteen more verses equally ame, 
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Ir was probably the man who married a rich wife 
who first started the joke on the difficulty of finding 
@ woman's pocket. 

ee et ie 

ly want to see austere simplicity and child-lik, 
innocence depicted upon the human countenance try 
to get a look ut a man when he is taking up ten pounds 
worth of change for a £5-note. 

sf. -—_— 

First Tramp: “There ain't goin’ to be good livin 
for our perfession in the future, I’m afear.” 

Second Tramp: “ Blow me! ‘ow’s that!” 

Firet Tramp: “It’s this ‘ere civilization. There 
cookin’ schools is teachin’ gals ‘ow to use up the cold 
wittles.” 

—_<g=——_ 

Bricaton Lanptapy (who has jast presented her 
weekly bill): “1 ‘ope, ma’am, as you find the bracin, 
air agree with you, ma'am, end your good gentle :.:4:, 
ma'am.” 

Lady: ‘Oh, yea, our appetites are wonderfi'.y 
improved ! For instance, at home we oniy eat tvo 
loaves a day, and I find from yeur acoount here tia: 
we can manage eight.” 

y feels uncomfortable. 
——— 

Manaaer A.: “Iam absolutely overwhelmed with 
new pieces fired at me by people who think <5 
write tor the stage.” 

Manager B.: “Soam I, but they don’t trouvie m3 
much.” 

Manager A.: “Why? What do you do with 
them ?” 

Manager B.: “Well, when @ new author comer to 
me wita a piece, I receive him sordiall in aed 
room. As soon as he begins to read his sere. [ 
shiver and ring the bell. Yhe boy comes up, and | sa7: 
‘Tom, bring two or three more edies for the tira, 


it’s getting low.’ In five minutes [im alone. Svei” 
——--—___ 
Mosr persons are aware that it is the custom of 
turf gentlemen to settle their accounts every Mouiis¢ 


at Tattersill’s. It was on one of these occas:aiis test 
a backer, by an oversight, paid his boukinaker a 
betting debt which he had settled already. This ju: 
the bookie in a mental fix as to what would iv 
the best course for him to take. 

“Shall [ rob my wife and family,” he argued wi'h 
himself, “and return the money, or shall I keep it ard 
go about with a seared conscience?” 

Unable to decide the point himself he ae the 
advice of a brother professional of greater expA vicucs. 

“Paid you twice over, did he f said the lati. 
“ Ask hiro for it again.” 


A SUBSTANTIAL OFFER TO 
RETAIL TRADESMEN, 


FRUITERERS. 


We have made arrangements with tho GAt.''8 
ENAMELLED LETTER AND ADVERTISING Sich (1: 
PANY, LIMITED, of 61, Farringdon Koad, Londo, bi ., 
to give va‘ualve prizns to various classes of retail trades: 5, 
The seventa body vi tradesmen selected fur this pur; 15° is 


the 
FRUITERERS,. 

Suggestions are invited from Fruiterers, who are for 
the moment asked to assume that they are about tos. 3 
businesa, aud have a shop window the width of wi: 2 
is ten feet and the height seven, and which is eui.:: 7 
unoccupied. 

They are invited to forward designs showing wht i-, ‘ 
their opinion, the most suitable wording aud style in whi: 
the brilliant hard white enamelled copper letters cond 
put ai the zlase, In the first place to put such wor fe. 
as is likely to bring custom ; a, in the secoud piace 
pat it in the most attractive way. These letters are 1...€ 
in sizes from onc to ten inches in length in the three st) ..3 
shown here :— 


RRR 


These letters being oval-chaped can be easily read day or 
night. They are a reat attraction to customers. 

to the Fruiterer whose design is cunsidered the bet & 
complete set cf enameiled letters (the value uf which wil: be 
from £10 to £15) settin:s it forth, will be presented, free of ..¥ 
cost, Within a fortnight of the award of the prize thst 
letters will be attixed to Lis shop window free of iit. 
anything at peel on it will be taken off where posite. 

FIVE THOUSAND hand-bills setting forth the p v¢ 
desizm will also be distributed in bis nerzthbouthoo?, 1d 
acopy in miniature of theshop win low will appear in P. 5", 
thus affording him a most valuable and wal 


el aw 


d.wide adver 
tisement gratis, Fraiterers ehould not embody in tirit 
designs the names of proprietary articles, but canis 


themselves catrely toannouncenenta concerning thei: tr 3. 

Designs must reach us trom Fruiterers by or belure 
March lith, marked “ Fruirgerees.” ms 

It is hoped that retail uratesmen who eee this offer will 
be goog suonyh to mention it .o others. We props: !9 
extend it natil evcry retail trade of any importance 1. 
been inciud:d. Tho same offer has already beeu mace 
Grocens, ConFEcTIONERS, CHEMISTS. DRAPERS, Boot- 


MAKERS, and DAInYMAN. 


Waeax 
Fas. 2%, 2098. 
BALANCING THE ACCOUNT. 


Mr. Vernoy, like many other suburban residents, 
himseid 


whenke ret began it, to make it a self-supporting 
oe Se SE tssbhite einecits oye 
gaving & a supply o ultry 

for his own table “ poultry tood” costs money, 
end all the ceops and other appliances which Mr. 
Vernon thought necessary, cost much more than he had 


expected, so that it was only by the exercise of very ; 


great industry that he kept from losing instead of 
making money in his keeping of chickens. One day 
he found that his account for the week did not balance. 
He was behind. He sat and pondered over his column 
of tigures for a little while, then put on his hat and 
went down to the poultry run. 

Presently his little daughter Eva saw him ooming 
back to the house, bringing a big fowl, headless. She 
ran eet to meot ca tainted a 

“Why, papa!” exclaimed, “what did you kill 
him for ie z 

“For dinner, my dear,” answered her father. “ He's 
worth five shillings, and I’m that amount behind in 
my chicken accounts this week.” 

He took the tow! into the kitchen, and then went on 
into the library and took up his account book, credited 
himself with the price of the bird, and announced with 

ride at the dinner table that he had succeeied in 

alancing his account in a highly satisfactory 


manner. 
—————t——___ 
A DESERT COLONY IN MID=- 
OCEAN. 


Natcre certainly never intended Maldon Island to 
be an abode of men. She made it an arid, lifeless 
desert, not producing 80 much as a blade of grass or a 
drop ot swect water, and she planted it in mid- 
Pacific, a good thousand miles from anywhere. It 
lies in south lat. 4°, and west long. 150°, some 1,400 milr3 
north-west of tho lovely Marquesas group, which is 
the nearest inhahited land. But nineteenth century 
man takes but iittle heed of Nature’s prohibitions 
when there is money to be made, and so, when he 
found that thcro was plenty of dormant wealth on this 
out-of-the-way island dosert, he decided to go and 
live there—and he did, bringing his f from 
Australia, and distilling his drinking-water from the 


A. 

Maldon was discovered by and named after Lieu- 
tenant Maldon, who landed upon its low, surf-beaten 
shores, in the latter years of last century, from the 
frigate Blonde, commanded by the father of Lord 
Byron. He went to look for water, and, tinding 
none, pulled back to his ship, leaving more wea!th 
behind him then he ever dreamt of possessing. 

He did not know that the greyish-brown earth 
which covered miles of that Jonely desert was a 
nitrate which would one day make it worth anyone’s 
while to maintain a colony of nearly three hundred 
people there in defiance of natural conditions, and a 
small fleet of ehips to carry the deposits to Melbourne 
for transhipment across the world to Europe. Never- 
theless a big Melbourne firm is doing that now and 
making three or four fortunes at the work. It was in 
one of their ships that [ paid the visit of which lam 
going to give an account here. 

We had been nearly four months getting from Port 
Philip to Muidon—four months of delightful cruising 
over blue, sunlit seas from one ishind paradise to 
another, waited by soft Lreezes odour-laden with fra- 

rauce born in orange-groves and valleys tilled with 

owers. We were in bailast, and this part of tie vuv- 
age was devoted to bartering for wats, palin-oil, 
oranges, pincapples, pearls, and preserved fruits, and 
to a species of legal slave-trade, whose object was the 
alistment of Kauaka labourers to work the Maldon 
eposits. 

{aldon Island possesses no harbour. It is encircled 
by a fringeing reet, on which the unbroken swell of over 
& thousand wiles of ocean burls itself with torritic force, 
breaking in giant billows on tiie low coral shores. 
While vessels are taking in cargo they lie in about 
sixty fadioms of water, moored to a large buoy, which 
is conuvcted with the shore bya huye chain cable over 
two Lundeed fathoms long. Though not much niore 
than a stone’s-carow froin the reef, they are realiy 
almost as eafe as though moored in a dock. 

The main or mizzen topsail is kept hoisted, and the 
Unvarying trade-wind, Liowing it aback, keeps the ship 
at a sate distance froin the broken water, while an 
anchor, lowered to a deptt of about thirty fathoms, 
Rives timely warning of danger by grinding aginst 
the rocks below if she forges too far ahead. 

‘lhe first “Sunday off” after I got to the islind I 
made an excursion with a shipmate to the windward 
Bid, where the deposits ure worked. After a littie 
pleasing excitement in crossing the reef ina surf-boat, 
We paid onc or two visits in the leeward colony, and 
set out on our eight-mile walk across the desert. Our 
roud lay along the railway on which the “guano ”---as 


they call it there—is couveyed to the little wharf, 
whence the surf-boats carry it to the ft ae train. 
&re moved by huge squaro sails, spread to the anvary- 
ing trade-winds, 


by keeping fowls. It was his intention, 
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As soon as we had turned our backs on the half-dozen 


| houses of the settlement we found ourselves in a soli-. 
tude as lifeless as though the breath of the Destroying | 


Angel had passed over it and blasted it with a ruin as 
a as that which fell on the Cities of the Plain, 
or once-populous waste of the Thebaid. Above— 
the pale, sapphire sky, across which no cloud had ever 
drifted within the memory of mun; ander foot—the 
bleached, coral soil, which flung back the sun-rays with 
tenfold intensity, and, hung in mid-air all round the 
horizon—the shadowy mirage of the giant billows 
whose eternal roar was the only sound that broke the 
silence of the otherwise soundless desert. 

Yet even here was wealth gathered by thousand 
and in such a solitude as this the white man had ca!! 
down the Primal Curse on his innocent brethren of tho 
Pacitic [sles Toiling from sunrise to sunset undor 
hard taskmaskers, in stifling heat and dust, week in, 
week out, for two long, weary years—it is little wonder 
that roany a Kanaka never sees his lovely home aguin, 
and that none was ever known to take a second term 
of servitude if he survived the first. 

About half-way across the island we come to the 
shore of a small lake whose stagnant waters lay sullen 
and unmoved several fect beneath the level of the sea. 
This is one of the most curious features of this most 
singular place, ‘Though but of sinall extent, its depth 
is enormous. Indeed, [ was told that every time 
soundings were taken, doeper depths were found. 
From this I concluded that Maldon Island is all that 
is loft of some primeval volcano, long extinct, which 
raised its flaming crest above the lost continent of 
Polynesia. 

Tho Kanakas believe that this lake is without 
bottom, and that in its gloomy depths departed spirits 
wait until “the Big Island comes again.” When I 
heard this article of faith from tho lips of a fairly 
educated Kanaka, I thought it a curious commentary 
on the theory held by some geologists that the Pacitic 
Isles are the remains of a vast continent, once the 
ho.vwe of vanished races who perhaps thought all that 
we think, and did all that we boast of having done. 

We dined at the windward settlement with “the 
soss,” a choleric German count in reduced circumn- 
stances, who soon after died of sun-stroke complicaied 
ly intemperance and unrestrained ferocity of temper. 
After dinner we had a turtle hunt on tiie beach, in- 
spected the deposits, which looked just like ticlds of 
dirty Roman cement, and renewed acquaintance with 
the Kanakas who had undertaken the journey to Mul- 
don with us. 

Poor fellows! they were sadly changed, though they 
had only been four days in the louse of bondage. The 
bright, genial smile came more slowly now, and their 
smooth, olive brows had already learnt to wrinkle ina 
frown. For two years the gates of paradise had closed 
behind them, and for tie first time in their suuny 
lives they were earning their bread by the sweat of 
their brows. When [ asked them how they liked their 
new job, the terse reply : “ Maldon Island kino /” (no 
gocd) was eloquent with disappointment and disgust. 

About five oclock we had tea, drank the healths of 
the count and his subordinate, in as villainous “ port” 
as ever was boiled out of logwood, and took a cab 
home. The cab wasa four-wheeler running on rails 
and driven by a big syuare-sail, with which, full-epread 
to the freshening trades, we sped across the desert in 
splendid style until we reached the terminus, where, 
the atliarde being jammed in the shere-hole of the 
must, we ran full speed into the buffer, smashed it and 
the cah, and nearly broke our own necks in leaving 
the vehicle too hurriedly. 


———— 
A RAILWAY ADVENTURE. 


A Lavy who has been travelling abroad relates an 
adventure which befel her in Italy in a railway train, 
an adventure that is not without its amusing side. 
Her husband put her into a compartment alone, and 
went to attend to the luggage. After he had gone, a 
villainous-looking fellow got in, and presently the 
train started off, the husband apparently being left 
behind. : 

The lady was naturally a good deal disturbed and 
the way in which the stranger looked at her did not 
tend to diminish her agitation. Suddenly, still with 
his eyes fixed upon her, the ian took from his pocket 
a large clasp-knife and opened it. Then he rose, and 
dchberately cut from the window-blinds their cords 
and besan to knot them together. ‘The lady was 
terridied almost to death. She expected to be strangled 
ou the spot, and began appouling to the stranger to 
spare her. f ‘ é 

He laughed brutally, answering her in Italian, of 
which she did not understand a word. ‘Then he pulled 
cit his cout und waisteoai, and just as the tervitied 
woth was prepared to ting herself ont of the com- 
partment of the awiftly-movi:g train, he knotted the 
cords 23 a8 to help out & broken brace, put on his coat 
wud waistcoat, and sat quietly Gown in a corner, 
here he went quickly into a deep and noisy 
slumber. meee : 

Vie hushand, who had by mistake got into a wrong 
compariment just aa Che tr ain was sterling, and who 
joined tis wife at the next station, found her on the 
verge of hysterics froin the effects of the fright she 
had undergone, 
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“ He knows nothing, you aay t” 

“Absolutely nothing. Why, man, be has such a 
poverty of mental resources that when a friend has a 
cold he cannot give him a sure cure for it.” 


————— 

Wire: “ What do you wunt that camp-stool for when 
we're going out for a walk, John?” 

Husband: “ Why, my dear, you said you were going 
to look in the drapers’ windowa. I can't stand for so 
many hours.” 

——1 

Irate Customer: “I've a notion to mop up the fvor 
with you.” 

Merchant: “Do it. Ill dare you todoit. It will 
got into the ig ee and I'll get lots of free advertising, 
ee arush of business. Hit me, you coward, hit 
me 


—<— > ___ 

Youno Borarar: “These spoons ain't silver. They 
are the cheapest kind o’ imitation.” 

Old Burglar; © ‘That's lucky.” 

“Lucky ?” 

“Yes, take ‘em along.” 

“What tor?” 

“The leddy of the house wil! be afeared to set the 
detective arter us, lest they should tind them spoons 
and describe ‘em in the papers.” 

ES — 

“Yes, sir. ‘Every heart knoweth its own bitter- 
ness.’ There’s Gottleftt, who has just passed us; did 
you notice his melancholy look ?” 

“[ did. Has he some great grief?” 

“He has. He bought on tke instalment plan a 
handsone present tor the lady to whom he was 
engaged. She jilted him a week ago, and ho has 
still two instalments to pay onthe present. If that 
isn't & great grief, 1 don’t know what is.” 

fo 

“Br you Dr. X?” asked a tall, lean man, walking 
into the ottice of a practitioner. 

“Tam,” replied the doctor. 

“Well, look a-here, old feller,” remarked the visitor, 
“Tm glad to tind yer at last. D’ye remember how 
yer seta feller’s arm, and didn’t charge him for it?” 

“Yes,” said the doctor, with the prospect of a big 
fee rising before him. 

“Tin that feller, an’ [ve broke the other arm, an’ 
I'm cone to have it set on the same terms.” 


—_—_——j = —___ 

Aw American and an Englishman had embarked ona 
heated argument as to the relative speed of railway 
trains in their respective countries, Said the English- 
man: 

“Tf you want to see specd, travel in our Flying 
Dutchman; the telegraph-poles, as you pass them, 
remind you of the teeth of a crualieoottied comb—they 
appear so close together.” 

Quoth the Yankee: “Wall, that’s fast travelling, 
but we've some fast trains out west, I guess. One 
time I was going through to Chicago, and my wife 
was on the platform to see me off. Just as the whistle 
sounded for us to start I put out my head to kiss m 
wife, as I thought, and found I was kissing a cows 
tail about ten miles down the line, Yes, [ guess we 
were moving that day, stranger !” 


E 


oy 
BUSY 
WE A PAPER FOR BUSY PEOPLE, 


A oopy of THE Wera's News fore. twelvemorth means the expendl- 
ture of 42 4d at soine Newsagent’e or bookstall, Relow we prlat a 
furm witch those who wish to participate in the Lenefits mentioned 
siculd Alfio and sead ts us with ames aud addresses and reniltta:ces. 
We will reteaismit the leiter to the agent mentionsd and will furward 
to the seuder waatover he has earned. 

Our Famous Pencii-Cases.—Every week some thousands of 
teaders try to obtain one of the gold-plated pencil-cases we give away. 
Weare ften askel to sell them for cums curylog from half a crown te 
halfa sovereign. One will be sent to anytody who furwards two yearly 
subecropicrs to TUR WERK'S NewS—valne collectively 68, 8d. 

Free Literature.—A copy of Pearaws Werkiy and THUR WEee's 
News will be pusted for a year to everylody who scous five ysorly sud- 
soriptions (o 1HE WKER'S NéWs—value, collectively, £1 1s. Bd. (w.B 
—The value of the two pap -re for the yesr by post is 168 7d) 

Two-Guinea “atcnes.—A Two-Guinea Watch will be seat te 
everybody wh foiwiuds tn yearly subscriptions © Tas WERK's News 
value, collectively, &2 3a, 4d. 

The offer wili not remain open nila immediate steps should 
be token 2y Uioee who wish to avall themeelves of it. 

We will ctetl -end, carriage paid, of course, any oumber of specimen 
copice of THE WEER'S NEWS to anybody who would like them for cap. 
Vas ite pur; eses. Readers in Scotland who wish for any, please write 
to vul Sc olch uftices, Lis, Repficld Street, Glaagow, for them 


TO THE MANAGER OF "THH WHERE'S NEWS." 


Please instruct 


= 


{Nae aud address 
of acwsarrut OF 
boukelall cher hy 


to deliver aeopy of your paper every week te the persons whose names 
quid ad-ireesan |b give on the accompanying alip. 
Rerittanee for &B & d. wenclosed. 
Yours faithfully, 


——- ——<———e 


(Name and address 
of ecrmler) ——__——_—__- rrr" 
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WATURAL HISTORY 
NOTES AND QUERIES. - 


NOTES. 


ly order to test the question as to 
The Hearing whether fish do or do not hear, some 
of Fishes. interesting experiments were recently 
made at a trout hatchery. The-trout 
were in a narrow stream which trave the building 
from end toend. At the lower corner was erected a 
screen, behind which the operator took position. . 
Every variety of noise was made by the person in 
Pie hire g and amid it all the trout remained 
perfectly motionless; but as soon as a handkerchief 
was waved above the top of thie scroen the fish darted 
toward the upper end of the buitl.:g at a high rate of 


Some fishermen when setting thir nets have a habit 
of making a noise by striking the sides of their boats 
with an oar or stick while moving toward the spot at 
which their nets are set. This is done with the idea 
that the fish hear and are frightened by the noise into 
moving forward. 

Some of these fishermen, while they follow the prac- 
tice, maintain that it has no effect whatever, unless 
the fish are in sight. Then it is the movement of the 
oar or stick, which is visible to them, that drives them 
onward. But in the face of the learned authorities 
who have maintained that fish do hear, it would be 

resumptuous to positively assert the contrary.— 
aha (Doncaster.) 
I was walking one day up my.gar den 
th. My dog ran on before me. 
Suddenly he went rlower and crept 
carefully forward as if ba scented 
game. I looked along the path and perce: ved a young 
sparrow, with its downy bead aud yellow}! Tt hed 
falten from a nest—the wind was |Jowing i. ied through 


A Plucky 
Parent. 


less, helples:, ox. the ground, with its litte wings 
outspre:v:. 

My dow crept softly ap to it; when sod tenly an old 
rparrow threw bitn-elf down from a neighbouring tree, 
and let himsclf fall like » stene directly under the 
dog's nos: si! with reMed feathers, sprang with a 


terrified twitter several times against his opening, 
thecatenings :neuth. He had flown down to protect his 
young at the suerifice of himself. His little body 
trembiec 3"! over, his cry was hoarse, he was frightened 
to death ; but he sacrificed himself. 

My dog must have seemed to him a gigantic monster ; 
but for all that he could not stay on his high safo 
branch. A power stronger than hhiciaelt drove him 
down. My dor stopped and drew b:ck ; it seemed as 
if he, too, respected this power. I hastened to call 
back the amazed dog, and reverently withdrew. Yes; 
do not laugh! I felt a reverence for this little hero of 
a bird, with its paternal love.—Tosy (Shropshire). 


Tue insect world is full of wonde 
A Wood-sawing and it is marvellous how many ‘of 
Fly. these tiny creatures conceal and 
preserve their eggs. Some will de- 
posit them in extraordinary places, others will insert 
them in the skins of living animala. Others, again, 
deposit their eggs where the young | dae after coming 
from the egg tinds food close at hand. 

Among these last mentioned are insects who bestow 
great ebour in the cradle of their young. The place 
they select is a hard part of a leaf or the woody branch 
ofatree. In this they saw out a hole large enough to 
contain their whence their name, saw-flies. For 
this purpose they are provided with an ovipositor of 
peculiar construction. It consists of two long pieces 
closing like a sheath over a third. 

In Tenthredo this third piece contains two little 
saws, each of which has been compared to the tenon- 
saw used by the cabinet-makers. The tenon-eaw is 
single, but that of the tenthredo is double, consisting 
of two distinct saws. The insect in using them throws 
out one saw, and while it is returning pushes out the 
other. This alternate motion is continued until the 
cut is made, when the two saws, receding from each 
other, conduct oe between them into its place 
Not only is the edge of the saw notched into teeth, but 
on every tooth a number of smaller tecth appear.— 
T. L, P. (Hoxton) 


Here aretwo well-authenticated cases 


Can Animale which P bet that animals are capable 

Observe of un gpa Eee applying the 

the Golden Precept which bids men do unto 
male? others as they would be done by. 


The rector of a country parish in 
Denbighshire had, a few years ago, a 
favourite Newfoundland dog, who lived at large, was 
fed on the best of everything, and exercised his power 
with great mildneas. He was seen more than once 
leaping the gate which separated the yard of the 
house from the farmyard, and carrying large bones 
that were given him toa sporting dog who was tied 
up in the stable. This was rattonal generosity, for 


1 


the Hewtonndisad evidessty greeved the fact that 
while his friend was shut up he could not forage for 


A male ape who, with a number of others, 
lived the tig one occasion fell from a tree 
and dis} his wrist. He received the greatest 
attention from the others, ially an old 
female, who, however, was no relation. She used, 
before eating her own plantains, to take up the first 
that were offered to her every day and give them to 
the cripple, who was living in the eaves of a wooden 
house. Phe owner of the apes frequently noticed that 
a ory of fright, pain, or distress from one would bring 
all the others at once to the complainer, and they 
would coudole with him and fold him in their arma — 
Horacg (Cardiff). 


A wa8ITE fantail pigeon lived with his 
How a Pigeon family in a pigeon-house in our stable- 


Made Love Yerd. He and his wife had been 
rought originally from Sussex, and 
to a Bottle. had lived, respected and admired, to 


see their children of the third gene- 

ration, when he suddenly became the victim of the 
infatuation I ato about to describe. 

No eccentricity was rewarked in his conduct until 

one day | chanced to pick up somewhere in t}.: garden 


@ ginger-beer bottle of the ordinary |. .wn-stone 
description. I flung it into the ya.a, a..14 it fell 
immediately below the pigeon weuse. Thee iscsi int 
down flew paterfamilias, and te wy ne sansil astonishe 
ment commenced a serics of geunflersous, eviden ly 
doing homage to tho bott!« 

Ho strutted round and round it, bowing and rerapi: 
and perfoe:ning tae ior’ Juticrsus anties I over behel 


on the pert of an crameoure Lpigeor Nor did he cease 
Lorse perfonaances unc) we removed the bottle ; and, 
which proved that Ghia si wuler aberration of instinct 
had becowne a Gxcd delusion. Whenever the bottle was 
alaced or th-sown w the yard—no matter whether it 
fay Lorl-onta’ly or was placed upright—the same 
cidiculous ecene was enacted, 

Somet ines this would go on for hours, the other 
members of his family treating his movements with 
the most contemptuous indifference, and taking no 
notice whatever of the bottle. At last it became 
the regular amusement with which we entertained 
our visitors to see this erratic pigeon making love 
to the interesting object of his affections, and it was 
an entertaininent which never failed, throughout that 
summer at least. Before next summer came round he 
was no more.—K. F. L. (Beds.) 


— — ——— f ——_- —_- — 
QUERIES. 


Dozs any beast or bird bury its deadt—-A. E. 
(Kidderiinster.) 


Is there any three-legged animal ?7— Manx (Douglas). 

Do any animals weep hike human beings?—P. A. 
(Liverpool.) 

Waics creature is most tenacious of life 7—ARCHER 
(Macclosdeld). 

Do shull-fish which change their shells grow con- 
tinuously |—A. D. T. (Retford.) 


Youno Wirz: “I knew you would like the slippers, 
Harry, if for no other reason, use I made them.” 

Husband: “ You don’t mean this is all your work? 
Why, what a talented little wife I have, to be sure.” 

Young Wife: “ Yes, all my work. Of course I bought 
the uppers, and Mary sewed them together, and I got 
a man to sole them: but I put the boxe on, and did 
them up in the box. And, do you know, Ha.ry, I am 
just proud of myself. I didn’t think I could ever do 
such things, indeed I didn’t !” 

———— 


Tue omnibus is in progress, when the following 
dialogue takes place i 
Passenger: “Stop at number three hundred and 


: “All right, sir! ¢Omnibus pulls in the 
middle of a dirty road. Here you are, ny three hun- 
dred and thirty-four ! 

Passenger: “‘ Drive a little closer to the pavement,” 

Conductor: “Certainly, sir! (To the driver, in a 
voice leud enough to be heard everyone inside.) 
You must pull up werry close to the kerb, Bill, as the 
gentleman cleans his own boots |” 


—+-———____ 


A poor Irishman rushed to a doctor, and told him 
that his boy had swallowed a coin. 

“T can’t come, for I’ve so often been tricked, until 
you pay me my fec—two-and-sixpence,” said the 
doctor. 

“Well, docthor,” reptied the Irishman, “here's 
eighteenpence, an there’s another shillin’ waitin’ for 
yez at home.” 

Under these circumstances the doctor consented to 
go, and, on reaching the Irishman’s dingy abode, and 
asking for the other shilling, was informed: “ Shure, 
it’s inside me bhoy, docthor. Sorra another pinny 
have Oi in this pinniless world.” 


Wm mx 
Fun. 37, 1802, 


ADVICE GRATIS. 


manager. 


“ Permit me to say,” answered the playwriter, “tht 
I know better than anyone else how my work should 
be treated.” 


“ My dear sir,” said Montigay, “you might os we}: 
say that a father, to do the best for his child, ne. -r 
needs a doctor.” : 

Sometimes a gratuitous adviser has good reason {-- 
wishing, with the parrot, that he had not spoken. S.-r. 
after General rare defeat by the Confederats, ¢+ 
Bull’s Run, a soldier serving in an Ohio regiment i: 
formed his captain that he had a plan which wo.) 
certainly result in crushing out the rebellion. le 
refused to divulge it to anyone but General Iv). 
himself. He was given a pass to headquarte;s. fhe 
did not see the commander, but after being coaxe j 
threatened, and promised by the ohief of the staff, stosc 
up and said: 

“Well, air, my plan is for John Pope and Bob Jee 
the Confederate leader) toswap commands, and if xe 

on't lick the South inside sixty days, you may shoot 
me for a patent hay fork swindler. 

When he returned to camp he was naturally asked 
what success he met with, and ruefully replied : 

“ Wal, they had a plan of their own.” 

“What was it!” 

“Why, they took me out and booted me for a mi'e 
and a half !” 

A good-natured dame, living next door to a yuarrel- 
some pair, visited her neighbour's house with the 
benevolent intention of reconciling the d fferences 
there, and, after a little preliminary chat with the 
mistress of the establishment, said : 

“ How much pleasanter it would be if you and vonr 
husband did not quarrel so; you and your childr-n 
would be much happier. Suppose you try what the 
law of kindness p towards your husLand would 
do. Try it, and if you do not suoceed, you will at Jeast 
heap coals of tire on his head.” 

“f don't know about your coals of fire,” answered 
the termagant. “I’ve tried boiling water, and it didn’t 
do a bit of good.” 

A certain major—let us call him Jones—who dabbles 
in scrip and shares, was invited to Smith’s country 
house to shoot. He accepted, but after doing so, dis- 
covered that Smith had never fired a gun. 

“Then I don’t go,” said he to his informant. 

“You must go or find a good excuse,” said his fricnd. 
“However, the latter is easy enough. You are a 
sirscee of the Muffin and Crumpet Company, are you 
not 1” 

ie replied the major; "but how can that help 
me 

“Why, telegraph to yourself, ag if from the secretary. 
saying that there is to be an extraordinary meeting of 
the Board, arising out of defalcations, which it is abso- 
lutely necessary you should attend ; and then send tlie 
telegram to Smith to explain your non-fulfilment of 
your promise.” 

This secmed an excellent idea, so the major called 
for a form, filled it up, and despatched the club porter 
with it to the nearest telegraph office. A few hours 
afterwards he happened to remark to the porter: 

“You sent my telegram, I suppose ?” 

“Oh, yes, sir,” replied that worthy; “and, by-the- 
bye, you had made a carious mistake. You had written 
the telegram to yourself from the secretary, instead 
of from you to him ; but, of course, I saw what was 
wrong, and roctified it.” 

There was a pretty “to-do” at the office of the 
Muffin and Crumpet Company, and the major vowed 
never again to take advice from anybody. 

The advice gratis tendered by editors who run a 
correspondence column is sometimes more pat then 
polite. A chit of sixteen is told that the only proper 
way of becoming acquainted with a young man is by 
introduction, “winking being a frivolous and silly 

ractice, likely to lead to bad resalts.” “ A Distressed 

other” is informed that the only way to cure her 
son of going out o’ nights is to break his legs or to gt 
the girl he runs after to do the housework. 

A young man inquiring the best method of pre 
cedure “to obtain entrance to respectable families,” 
is advised that the easiest and most direct way is hy 
the front door ; but, if he preferred it, he might tunne. 
under the pavement and come up through the cellar. 
Only the other day the editor of a sporting paper to!¢ 
@ correspondent to put his head into a bucket of boil- 
ing water and keep it there fora month! As comp!:- 
mentary a specimen of advice gratis as that received 
by the editor of a Scotch newspaper, who, having 
announced his intention of soend. £5 for “a new 


n 
head” for his paper, next day got a Totter from one of 
his subscribers, running : ae: 
“Don't do it. Battor bay a new head for the editcr. 


Wasx supure 
Pus. 87, 3002.: 


A TOUGH CUSTOMER. \ 
Soms years I was one of a sh expedition 
in the Rocky yuntains, We had sport, and 
killed three griazlies among other game. Two of them 
were killed without much difficulty, but the third 
proved a tough customer, and the facta connected 
with his decease may be found both interesting and 
amusing. if 

On the morning of this bear-fight, two of the 
party, named Porter and Forbes, had taken one of 
the canoes and gone down the river to try the fishing. 
After a time the rest of us set off for a long, grassy 
valley which lay between parallel ranges of the 
mountains, seven or eight miles to the north-west of 
our camp. The alluvial land of this valley was 
covered with a luxuriant growth of herbage, and was 
lined on each side farther up the hill with thickets of 
alders, willows, and scattered pines. In the valley 
were several spring-heads and little brooks. 

We had selected the place asa good one for elk or 
“big horns” coming down to water ; and this morn- 
ing we saw from the rocks above a herd of five 
“ black-tails” browsing near a brook. 

Descending from the crags into the thickets, we 
began cautiously to work our way out toward the 
game. Half an hour of tedious crawling over rocks 
and through bushes and brambles brought us within 
rifle- when, to our cuagrin, we saw the whole 
herd go bounding up the side of the mountain opposite. 

It was useless to follow them, but a:othor member 
of the party, called | while coming down the 
side of 1 mountain behind us had noticed an odd hole 
bencath an overhanging rock which he thought might 
be the entrance to aden of some sort. Having nothing 
better in prospect, we went back up the side of the 
mountain to examine it, and saw pretty plainly that it 
was the lair of some animal. 

The crag overhanging the hole was as high as the 
eaves of a two-storey house, but was split into crevices 
and seams. Several pines and old stumps stood near the 
crag, and from a fissure a lp wreath of a vine, 
resembling clematis, grew out and overhung the mouth 
of the cave, shutting out the light. It was a musty, 
gareaome holo, leading down a good way beneath the 

roun 
z A few feet from the mouth of the cavern lay a very 
singular round boulder, as large as # bushel basket, 
which looked as if it had been rolled about for a play- 
thing ; and such, indeed, I think it was—a plaything 
for bears. 

Trundling this boulder along to the mouth of the 
cave, Reed sent it rolling down. We heard it go 
bumping over the stones for thirty or forty feet, 
apparently, giving back a hollow sound, with which 
there was suddenly blended an ugly bass note. 

‘a Hear that?” Powell exclaimed. “There's a bear in 
there !” 

We all took to our heels, but not before we had 
caught a glimpse of a grizzly emerging from under the 
vines, snorting with fury. The fact was, we were all 
rather taken aback by the suddenness of the animal’s 
charge. 

Tran along the crag and climbed to the top of it, by 
means of the Numerous cracks and fissures in the 
rocks. But I found Ike, the guide up there ahead of 
me. He had gone round on the other side. 

Glancing hastily about, I saw Reed on top of a large 
pine stump, five or six rods further down the slope. 
The stump, though thick, was only eight or ton feet 
high and apparently hollow, for was perched 
on its top, with his feet hanging down inside it. A 
little to the right Powell was La ao trying to 
climb a tall, slim pine, with the bear close by, as if dis- 
posed to drag him down. 

Ike and I at once opened fire on the common enemy. 
Reed had been forced to drop his rifle at the foot of the 
stump, but he had a large Colt’srevolver in his belt with 
which he, too, ooting, very much in earnest. 

With our first shets the bear left Powcll’s troe and 
made a charge back toward the crag where the guide 
nae I were posted. We had fired twice and wounded 


dodged about with such rapidity that it was excced- 
ingly difficult to get aim, even for euch short-range 
shooting. 

For a moment or two the beast went round the stump, 
making feints of rearing up, meantime dis- 
charging shot after shot. Ike and I, too, were firing 
as fast as we could load. With every ball that struck 
him the brute gave a roar which made the woodland 


Powell, like Reed, had dropped his rifle at the foot 
of the pine which he bad lim and could do 
nothing saye look on and shout advice, “Hit him! 
Shoot him! Now take him in the flank!” he shouted 


toun | ; 
shifted to the lower side 


Rat tho bear. sudden! 
of the stamp where Heed: was perched, and, raising 


stump within his immense paws and 
‘and tug st it. He was trying to b 


himself to his fullest stretch, clasped the entire hollow 


down ! 

Reed wriggled about uneasily on his perch and 
ah anxious glances round, for the stump was violently 

en. 

“Shoot! Shoot, man! Shoot him in the head!” 
we shouted to him. We dared not fire now ; bear and 
man were too close together. Reed steadied himself, 
and, reaching down his revolver, fired his last cartridge. 
But the grizzly only roared and tugged the harder. 

Suddenly the stumpcracked loudly,and began tobend 
to one side. Hesling it give way, Reed uttered a ory 
of dismay, and tried to gather up his legs and jump 
off; but he lost his balance instead, and fairly slid down 
inside, like a ramrod into a gun-barrel. 

The stump camo violently to the ground at the samo 
moment, and at once an to roll down the steep 
slope, Gaining headway with every revolution. Horri- 
fied at the spectacle, the guide jum down the crag 
to go to the rescue. I followed his exampie, for we 
knew that when the hollow log stopped roiling it would 
ie aes tho bear long to drag our young friend out 
of i 

Bounding over the stones in a manner which must 
have jostled poor Reed unmercifully, the log bumped 
down the slope until it waa stopped, with a violent 
shock, by the trunk of a pine. 

Seeing us pursuing him, the grizzly faced about, and 
braccd himself for a charge up the hill, to meet us o 
good half-way. He still seomed full of resolution, and 
gave a roar that was far from reassuring. We took as 
— aim as we could in such haste, and both fired. 

ery luckily for us, one of the bullets struck the 
animal’s throat, cutting one of the large veins, and 
two more well directed hullets killed him. 

Reed was pulled out of the hollow log in a rather 
forlorn condition. Ho hat received a dreadful shaking 
up, although his actual injuries were not serious. On 
examination, we discovered that eleven balls had lodged 
in various parts of the bear's body. 

The pine stump had been broken short off at tre 
ground. The sound part of the wood was not very 
thick, but I have no doubt at all in saying that it 
would have required the strength of a yoke of oxen, 
well applicd, to break that stump down as the bear 
broke it. 

$= ___ 

“On, yes, [ often have to sit on the jury,” said the 
Judge, as he administered a reprimand. 

OrriciAu at the turnstile (to fat lady): “Sure, 'tis 
no use, m:'am; ye'll have to come in by the way 
out.” : 

PeRTenze ZARNCHZIZKOWSKELUWSEI is @ cabinet- 
maker, and when a fellow-workwan is sawing through 
a pine knot he thinks somebody is calling hit. 

————————— 

Jima: “Pa, I wish I could be a pirate and sail the 
Spanish main and scuttle ships.” 

Mr. Scrimp: “ Well, you just take this scuttle and 
sail downstairs aud pirate some coal from Smith’s bin.” 
——_—_— = --— 

“Tr is too bad that the bristles in a handsome hair 
brush like this do not last as long as the Lack,” said the 
visitor to Johnny’s mother. 

“They will,” put in Johnny, ruefuily. “ Ma uses the 
back o’ thet brush a good doal.” 

jo -——_ 

First Boy (threateningly): “Just wait till I ketch 
yer arter school.” ; ; 

Second Boy (advancing defiantly): “Why don't ye 
take me on now?” is 

First Boy (backing off): “ Me mind is on me lessons 
now.” 


Epison says that no experiment which he has 
tried at night ever failed. Now, what we want to 
know is, did Mr. Edison over try at night to find the 
matches in his bare feet without disturbing any of the 
furniture, or pounding his big toe against seventeen 


different obstructions ¢ 


—-—f-——_— 


Streancex: “You are the only geutieman in the 
room.” 

Mr. Frocks: “In what way, sir?” 

Stranger: “ When I tripped in the dance, and went 
sprawling on the floor, tearing my fair partner's dregs, 
you were the only one in the room who did not laugh.’ 

Mr. Frocks: “The lady is my wife, and I paid for 
the dress.” 

ee ee: eae 

Foce : “I think that Brown is about as indulgent a 
husband as there is going. He went home last even- 
ing and found his wife hugging and kissing a bald- 
headed fellow, and didn’t mako a bit of fuss about it.” 

Mra. Fogg: “Then all I've got to say is the more 
fool he. Why didn't he kick the old rascal dowa- 
meet Oh, h 't no very old ; quite young, on 

‘ogg: “Oh, he wasn't fo v' ; ung, 
the contwary, And, besides, what won you think ofa 
father who kicked his first and only baby down- 
stairs?” . 
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THE DIGNITY OF THE COURT. 


Tas followi incident, which is vouched for as 
fact, is related of an American Judge, who had a 
idea of his own legal capacity, and was at the same ti 
anxious to sustain ity of the Court. 
murder case came before him. There was no direct 
evidence as to the perpetrator of the crime, but the 
individual arrested was well known, and indeed, 
confessed the crime. When brought into Court, the 
Judge cautioned the prisoner not to commit himself ; 
that he must remember his rights as a free citizen 
and that, above all things, he must not crberrape 
the agi wot (ha Court. 

ter t riendly warning, the Judge went on te 

state that the prisoner, was Soil of having, 
on such a date, shot the deceased. Upon this, the 
prisoner broke in : 

“ Well, an’ so I did.” 

The Judge was much annoyed at the interruption. 

“Hold your tongue, sir,” he exclaimed. “Have I 
not told you not to commit yourself, nor to interrupt 
me? I shall fon ye for contempt of Court if you 
do so epeiny” he added, sternly. 

He then repeated the accusation, upon which the 
prisoner again broke in: 

“I have told you afore that I killed—” 
_ The Judge's indignation was intense at this second 
interruption, and he demanded, angrily : 

“ Mr. Sheriff, what is your evidence?” 

“TI have nothing but circumstantial evideuce, yoat 
honour, and the prisouer’s own confession.” 

“Then,” said the Judge, “I discharge the prisoner om 
this accusation, but commit him for contempt of Court.” 


FUR RUGS. 


Tug wost superb of fur rugs are made frow the ski 
of the lion Whon the lion is five years old, his mane 
has attained its full growth, and he is theu ready to 
be sacriticed at the altar of civilization. 

Next in beauty comes the tiger. ‘Tho graceful, cat- 
like head, and sleek, glosay skin make a truly etlective 
rug—indeed, many prefer it to tho lion skin. The 
bears, and especially the grizzlies, are very popular. 
The white polar bear is arranged in a very realistio 
manner, with his great mouth open, and formidable 
claws projecting grimly from the soft fur. 

All these animals are displayed with one-quarter, 
one-half, and full heads—that is, raised and stuffed in 
these shapes. ‘Tho last style is the handsomest, ofs 
course, and the most desirable rugs ure tho animal 
sliapes with the head arranged as in life. However, 
there are many other rich rugs made of the skins {n 
oblong shapes, and these are, in many cases, to be 
preferrcd, tor one of the heads placed by a door or in 
the centre of a room, is likely to prove a genoral 
stumbling-block. 

Very effective rugs are made of the white Iceland 
sheep-—the hair is long and fluffy, and perfectly white. 
Hikes keen aeon rugs are also seen, some Leing made 
of the genuine tiles Iceland sheep, while others are 
dyed. Rugs of Lrown bear-skin bordered with black, 
or black bear edged with grey wolf, or white bear 
trimmed with Llack, and of bear-skin wholly of one 
colour are much liked, and their long hair gives o 
room a wonderful air of comfort. The skin of the 


axis deer is of a tawny brown colour, showing white 
spots, and is not long-haired, but very smooth; it is 
Lordered in coloured wool-seal, making a rug that is 
especially suitable for a bathroom, since neither of 
the pelts is affected by water. 

a 


WHAT A BABY DID IN ONE HOUR, 


Tig was the good-natured bachelor of the family, and 
uncle to tho child, and was left in charge of baby while 
everyone else was away. Out of curiosity he made a 
list of what the baby did in one hour a yelled 
fifteen minutes without taking breath; (2) pulled 
enough hair from his uncle's head and whiskers to stuff 
a sofa pillow ; (@) further decorated the wall paper as 
high as he could reach with the poker ; (4) broke 
glass vase by sitting down on it. 

(5) .Swallowed six buttons and a good part of a 
skein of thread ; (6) emptied the contents of his 
mother’s workbasket into tho tireplace ; (7) tried to 
squeeze the head of the cat into a cup, and was badly 
scratched in the attompt ; (8) knocked the head off a 
fine wax doll belonging to his sister by pryin to drive 
a tack intoa toy waggon with it; (9) fell off the edge 
of the sofa and brought down with him two vostly 
vases, which were ruined. : ; : 

(10) Bruke two pancs of gee with a stick which 
uncle let him have; (11) fell into coal scuttle and 
spoiled his white dress ; (12) set fire to carpet while 
uncle was out of the room hunting up something to 
amuso him ; (13) crawled under the sofa, and would 
not come out unless uncle gave him the janes t ; (14) 
got twisted amongst the legs of a chair, which had te 


broken to get him out. . eee 

(15) Poured a jug of milk into his mother's slippers; 
(16) Dells, when he saw his mother coming he ran ta 
the door and tumbled off tho stepa, making i1, su 
bleed and tearing a hole a foot square in his dress. 
And still the youngster’s uncle thinks that the boy will 
wake aomething yet. ‘ 


lo 
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HOME NOTES, 


A Paes wons Partroutsnty vor Lapizs, 


Isonmt will be glad to answer, in this page, questions of 
general interest upon household matters, 90 far as space 
permsts, Bnvelopes should bs marked Home Notss. 


if my oor ndents will 
T shall be Glad always give their addresses, 
as they often require information that has already 
pea pres in this page, and I am always sorry when 
in su Caaek Fan Guxlgite waveeiatid grreit by post. 


Good Sauce for Sponge Cake Puddings. 
Beat a Serie of a pound of white sugar, with half a 
teacupful of butter, toa cream. Flavour to taste and 
place in a glass dish to harden. (Reply to Sanniz.) 

Make a nice smooth, stiff 


Hard Biscuits. dough with the best white 


flour and new milk, adding a little salt, of course. 
Roll out, divide into biscuits, and prick all over. 
Bake ina brisk oven for about ten minutes. (Reply to 


RE W.) 

Steaks or chops cooked in 

A Stewed Chop. this manner are very tast 

and tender. Trim all the fat off the meat and put it 
in @ covered jar (1 always use a salt-jar), with two 
tablespoonfuls of wateror stock. Season with pepper 
and salt. Stand the jar in a moderately hot oven for 
half an hour. Thickeu the gravy, and serve very hot, 


-, Skin, draw, and clean 
Spatchcock Rabbit. thoroughly a young rab- 


bit. Cut it open down all! its length, lay it on a 
board and skewer well to keep it flat. Season well 
with pepper and salt, and fry it in six ounces of fat till 
it is three parts cooked. Take it up, drain it, and 
when cool brush over with egg and bread-crumbs, and 
ut it into a brisk oven to bake till it is nicely browned. 
rve with a garnish of pickle and good brown gravy. 


A Good Sunday Pudding. pian ae 


mothers for an easy pudding to prepare the day before 
it is wanted. Here is one that everybody will lik 
and if required plain, double the quantity of flour an 
bread-crumwbs can be added :—Take two tablespoonfuls 
each of raisins, currants, sugar, bread-cruinbs, praund 
rice, and flour ; three tablespoonfuls of tinely-chopped 
= half a teaspuonful of mixed spice, one piece of 
ied-peel, a pinch of salt, and moisten with milk 
in which half a teaspoonful of carbonate of soda has 
been dissolved. Boil in a buttered mould or basin for 


two hours. 
, This can be made with either 

Fish Mould. ¢,cch fish or salted and dried fish. 
If the latter is used it should be soaked for twelve 
hours, and then boiled till the meat can be easily re- 
moved from the bones. Take the fish, free from skin 
and bone, mix it with half the amount of potato 
add some butter, a teaspoonful of anchovy sauce, an 
season with cayenne pepper. Butter a mould, press 
the mixture into it; bake for half an hour, or long 
enough to make the mould hot through. Turn it out 
on a dish, place slices of lemon and hard-boiled egs 
round it, and sprinkle the mould ently with chop 
parsley. ‘This makes a very pretty breakfast dish. 


In cases of illness raw beef is occa- 
Raw Beef. sionally ordered for the patient. 
Its use is often attended with very good results. ‘The 
idea of eating raw meat is exceedingly distasteful to 
all. Great cure in the preparution of it is therefore 
necessary. Some persons will take it in a sandwich. 
Scrape a piece of tender rump steak,then rub it through 
a fine wire sieve. Spread the beef evenly on a slice of 
thin bread-and-butter, season with pepper and salt, 
and place another slice on the top. The beef should 
not be visible at the edges of the sandwich. A tea- 
spoonful of minced beef may be added to a cupful of 
warm, not boiling, beef-tea made from Liebig's Extract. 
The Liebig must be hot enough to colour the beef, but 
not hot enough to make it tough. 


Directions for Choosing Meat. mute 


in 
ton press the flesh with finger and thuinb. fe it be 
young it will feel tender, but if the meat feels hard 
and is wrinkled and tibrous, the mutton is old, and will 
be tough when cooked. Ox-beef, if young, will have ao 
fine, smooth, open grain, of a deep-red colour, and will 
foel tender vo the: touch; the fat willlook white rather 
than yellov. When the fat looks yellow and oily the 
meat 18 seldom good. Lamb and veal, being both the 
flesh of young snimals, should be eaten fresh. If the 
lamb be good, the eyes will appear full and bright in 
the head ; if they are sunk and wrinkled, it is a sign 
that the meat is stale. The vein in the neck will 
appear blue if it is fresh, but if greenish it is 
undoubtedly stale. In choosing veal, see that the 
neck and breast are firm and dry ; if they are clainmy 
and louk discoloured at the upper end, they should be 
avoided. The loin is generally tuinted first under the 


In choos- 


kidney ; if the meat is stale, it will be found to be soft 
and slimy. 


aWHS4KO 


=? 


PERRSON 


Starch Polish for Collars and OR. 

a tables at i onraey pink of starek: (Reply 

te Mas. Browns.) pit 
18 Is & 


Cleaning Light Woollen Gown. very doubt- 


ful process I always think when done at home ; but, 
if only partially soiled, you can clean the dress with 
powdered magnesia or fine oatmeal. Tie the —— 
into a muslin and rub the cloth with it. (Aeply to 


z) 
; These require more water 
Indiarubber Plants. thenyousregiving yours. 
Try watering every other day, but do not let the pot 
stand in water. You will see by expericnce if this is 
too much. The moisture required for plante depends 
very much on the heat of the room they are stan 
in. (Reply to Curtis.) 


To Precent a Lamp from Smoking. 
Soak a new lamp-wick two or three hours in vinegar. 
Dry well before using. I think if you follow this 
recipe your trouble with your lawps will cease. Lauip- 
wicks in lanterns or carriage-lamps that are not in 
daily use, should be trea in this way. (deeply to 
DuP.kx.) 


. By adding rice to dough a much 
Rice Bread. whiter bread is made than usual. 


Boil about one and a half pounds of rice in three 
quarts of water very slowly for about five hours. Stir 
ocvasionally, and tnully beat it to a smooth paste. 
While the rice is stiil wartn, mix it with two gallons 
of tour, adding the usual quantity of yeast. Set to 
rise, and continue in the usual manner. (Reply to 


A A.) 

To Remove Stain from a Sheet. seed Be 
powdered starch, adding half as much salt as soap and 
starch, Make into a paste with lemon juice. Lay 
this on with a brush, and let the linen lie out on the 
grass for a few frosty nights, and the stains will have 
disappeared. Another way recommended is to tie up in 
the stained part some pesrlash, then scrape some soa 
into cold water to make a latier, and boil the linen till 
the stain disappears, (/teply to C. Reaper.) 


Marmalade, Thse who bave not already made 


marmalade should do so at once 
while the oranges are juicy. This is my favourite 
recipe, and it is a very inexpensive one. To each pint 
of sliced raw fruit add three pints of cold water. 
Let stand for twenty-four hours. Then weigh the 
pulp, and to each pound of it add one and a quarter 
pounds of sugar. Boil all together until the syrup 
ellies and the chips are transparent. ‘This will pro- 
hably take morethanan hour. Toevery dozen oranges 
add two lemons. Marinalade should not boil too fast, 


or the syrup will be gone before the fruit is cooked. 
Wipe the furniture when it is 


Flea Pest. possible with a little spirit of 
naptha, but do not let children go near it till it has 
dried. Another recipe for destroying this troublesome 

est in an old house, is to make a strong decoction of 
aurel leaves, and boil it for several hours. With 
it, whilst hot, deluge the floors. The liquor will slightly 
discolour the ceilings, which are easily whitened again. 
Sprinkle camomile flowers in the bed and on stutfed 
chairs. Use carbolic soap freely for scrubbing pur- 
foes throughout the house. have several times 
neard from people who are afflicted like yourselves, 
and they found that only after several weeks could they 
rid the place of the pest. (Reply to W. G.) 


To Cook Small Birds You will find all the 


small wild birds you 
mention excellent if cooked hke plovers, or snipe, after 
my recipe. Blackbirdsare perhaps better, as there is 
plenty to eat after your trouble. Pluck off the feathers, 
wipe the outside of the bird with a damp cloth, but do 
not draw it. ‘ross with the head under the wing. 
Roast in a hot oven for a quarter of an hour, and la 
slices of buttered toast in the dripping-pan to catc 
the trail. Baste weil, and lightly dredge with sour 
just betore serving. Serve on the toast, on which the 
trail should be equally spread, and pour a little good 
gravy round. Some pee prefer the trail being re- 
moved before cooking, but this is not the correct manner 
of serving. Small birds require to be eaten very hot and 
should be nicely salted. ealy to COUNTRYMAN.) 
Much is talke 


Cold Water as a Purifier. nowadays of 


the good of the various disinfectants that science has 
brought forward in the last few years. In strainin 
after newwdeas we are apt to overlook many g 
and simple remedies. Fresh cold water is a powerful 
absorbent of gases, therefore it should be greatly 
used in a sick-room, or in one which cannot i. fre- 
quently ventilated. A bowl of cold water, kept in 
such a room and changed daily,is of great assistance 
in purifying the air. ‘This, of course, shows that water 
which has stood in a close apartment is thoroughly 
unhit for drinking purposes, bow] of water, changed 
daily, placed under a patient’s bed isa great preventive 
to bedsores, and also keeps the patient in better bealth 
generally. I have ulso proved by experience that a 
vessel of cold water pliced near the head of a restless 
sleeper will give quiet and relief. 


AMHAEHZO 


To Make Water ee” Toilet 
Preoure some n ler’s earth, 
Purposes. pat a fow coor it into the washies 
stand ewer ; it will remain at the bottom of the jug, and 
well be effectual for a week, when it should be replaced 
with more. (Reply to ALPHA.) 


For the Benefit of Readers 
er information at any time aboat 
arrangements, water supplies, electric lighting, ete. 
we have retained the services QD experienced 
civil engineer. Letters will be answered gratis, and 
no fee will be charged unless it is desired to hive in. 
spections made, plans prepared, or other work carrie] 
out, when a small proportionate charge will be male. 
Letters for this department should be inarked 
SaniTaRy. 


To Remoce Stains on Furniture, Forthis 


° purpos 
I always have a little beer hea and applied with 
flannel to the spots, which should then be polished with 
@ preparation made as follows :—Take a peniuyworth 
of beeswax and shave it with a knife intoa gallipot. aad 
half an ounce of yellow soap cut small, pour over tine 
threepennyworth of turpentine. Place this on the 
stove to heat, stirring occasionally with a stick unt! 
all is melted. Let stand to cool Apply this with a 
flannel to the furniture, rub “@ soft dust rand 

ive a last polish, if possible, with an old silk hard. 
Eeechice ainted wood should be wasiied with 0p 
and water, but no soda. (Heply to ISABELLA.) 


who may re. 
quire advice 
Sanitary 


ae Buy cooking almonds at al.out 0:5 
Marzipan. dhilling sr pound, and then, at a 
small expense, you will be able to make this delicue 
sweetmeat which keeps wel, and is always popular 
Blanch half a pound of alinonds and @ few witior 
ones; pound them very finely in @ wortar, ricisten 


with a little rose-water. When the paste is sinoo:h 
and fine, put it into a saucepan (china-lined) with the 
saine quantity of castor sugar. Stir over the tire til] 
a paste is obtained which does not stick to the fingers 
when touched. Theu turn out on to a well-sussred 
pastry-board, dredge the roller with sugar, aud voli out 
thinly, cdt into shapes, place on sheets of whit paper, 
and bake in a slow oven until a pale yellow colour. 


Sleep is necessary to Life and Health. 
It is more or less sound, according to circumstances 
and the disposition of the person. The sleepiizg-ruciu 
should he dark, and, if possible, quiet, for eyes and 
ears are rested by darkness and silence. A’ certain 
ainuunt of healthy fatigue aids sleep. Some kinds of 
food, such as tea and cotice, nay prevent it. The con- 
ditions for refreshing sleep are—calmness of mind, a 
comfortable bed, silence, darkness, moderate faiizur, 
and, above all, freshness of the air in the bedroom. It 
is difficult to give a detinite rule for the Jength of sleep 
required. Seven or etait hours will generally sutlice 
for grown persons ; children need more, and generally 
sleep longer, as their bodies require rest for growth. 


Household Matters, A.,,little vinegar in 


lish will be tound to 
obviate the dead, oily look so often noticed after clean- 
ing furniture. Mirrors which are tly-specked 
should be washed in cold water, and then poliahed 
with a chamois dipped in alcohol. Late in the 
season, when turnips, parsnips, and carrots begin to 
lose their sweetnesa, they should be boiled with a tea- 
spoonful or two of sugar in the water. ‘The 
ravelled threads from old linen will be found most 
satisfactory for darning tablecloths or napkins. 
Honey should be kept in the dark, or it will granu- 
late. New paint-stains can removed with 
turpentine; old stains must be first softened with 
butter, and then rubbed with benzine. If feather 
pillows have an unpleasant odour, give them a 
thorough drying before a clear fire. r milk 
cans with salt. Blacking for boots and shoes 
mixed with stale beer gives an extra brilliancy to the 
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Black Blocks 25 per cent. extra. 


PEARSON'S WEEKLY is published every Monday.and 
copy for advertisements :oust be in Our hands a weed aden; 
ten days ifa proof is required. 


All advertisements are subjec’ to approval. Advertiss- 
ments ordered until countermanded are subject to a fore 
night's notice, 


All enquiries and orders to be forwarded to PEARSON'S 
WEEKLY Advertisement Department. Sell's, lu/, rievt 
Strest, London, 2.0.; General Offices, Temple O..amoers 
London, BO. j 
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An Imperative Mygienio Need. 


fevers and acute in- 
excitement, 


Eruptious, Vi 
ng, 
tm Rating Drinking. It le to those who are Pagged, Weary, 
one whose duties require them to uudergo Mental or Unastural Bxcite: 
cops the Bleod pare, and prevents disastrous diseases by oatural means, 


VELLERS in India, E Amert 
Pl me half-e-dusen botties A Ad ar ira a as 
SALT’ im India, Egypt, America, and oo the Cuntiveut for almust ev 
resulta. I can strongly podecet! | 


ie tact, I am never without it.—Yoars faithfully 
- “AN ANGLO-LNDIAN OFFICIAL, 


RvLwBS ALL THiINGs. 


bs comsprenenine nature is ber simplicity —tle multitude aad bound- 
ehe educes trom ene law. It is impossible to have a more 
resulte caused by a matural action of the liver, when you 


x 
or cplef difficu 


variety of to 
tole ol than the various 


duce bealthy bile. 

5 es ta and Z.fiwerx and their Kurinmia. 
fermit me to say that | bave saffered much from a Stomach and Liver Complaint. 
ted doctors and tried many medicines, but fuund that none of them re eved 
oo! one doctor uid me to try ENUS‘tKUIT SALT.” TL acted 
began to use it. Its great 


- once, and ft ls now nearly e year since | 
aie tot been overatated, and I wieh to eay that by Its us» | am enabled to fellow m 
jy » cupetion, and to enjoy the pleasures of life. 1 have recumuended ENO'S' FRUI 
"to others. —1 am, dear Bir, yours , TEUIH. To Mr. J.c. Bao.” 
SECRET OF SUCCESS.—STERLING HONESTY OF PURPOSE.— 
JIKVUT At LUFE 18 A SHAM I—"' 4 mew invention is brvught before the pablic and 
ands success, A soure imitations are immediately introduced 
anecr apulogs. dg beat ge the original Lapes pot to breil: the public, 
exuctly as ui legal rights, exercise an ingenuily that, em; ed in 
gina channel, could ont t tall to eecure reputation and profs -—ADaMs, iad 


_Bramine each Bottle and sce that the CAPSULE is marked BNOS “ FRUIT 
ithout tf, you Aavs been imposed on by @ worthless imitation, Sold by afi Chemists, 


~ Rno's '' Fruit Salt” Works, London, S.B., by J.C. Buo's Patent. 


EPPS’S 


GRATEFUL-COMFORTING. 


COC 


TO TOBAOOONISTS 
Uere, 


IMPORTANT 
TICE TO READERS. 


been thought wise to asso- 
two really good things to 


er, VIZ, 


PEARSON'S WEEKLY,” 


aND 
— PATENT UNIVERSAL 
DIGESTIVE TEA, 
ted in # recent issue of this 
The Universal Digestive 
is dried in a new way. 
way of drying the tea 
IRELY NEUTRALISES THB 
insunious TANNIN. 


uTs.—A 
other Trades. 
ly. Mvers, kes. 


6 Universal Digessrel ease a PERMANENTLY, 
ONLY teas sold anywhere in game Eerticulars tase on: eessigt 


bh the injurious Tannin is 
ralised. These teas have been 
wed by Granville H. Sharpe, 
3, one of the foremost analysts 
he day, and also by over 
Hunpeep Exent Docrors 
aNnD PHYSICIANS, 
all recommend the teas dried in 
new hoe because the flavour 
pure delightful, and the 
hin being neutralised these teas 
er cause indigestion and never 
pre the teeth. 
nese delightful teas are far 
economical in use than teas 
in the ordinary way. They 
be purchased from agents in 
t districts at 
ta &d., and 3¢. 4d. per pound. 
k your grocer for the 


PEARSON BLEND 


or 
HE PATENT UNIVERSAL 
DIGESTIVE TEA, 


Ya per pound. If he does not 
p it. send 2s, in stamps to 


RAE UNIVERSAL DIGESTIVE 
‘EA COMPANY, LIMITED, 

D, Market STREET, MANCHESTER, 
by will send one pound of this 


P. W. COLLIN, Imperial Mausions, Oxford 
Street, Londoa, W.d 


THE “EXCELSIOR” 
WATOH. 


wv) V¥—S.LIG9 


Wonderful Timekeeper, 
@enuine silver case, crystal plate glass, six 
Jewels, post free. ritten warranty. Fall 
particulars and remarkable testimonials im oar 
Splendid New Catalogue, 
elegantly illustrated with 1,100 engravtn: 
eontaint: “Bow TO CHOURE A WATC 
also" SAT 18 A PERFECT WATCH?” ote., 
cent gratis and post. free. 
Special English Lever, £3 10a. 
Capped and Jewelled. Marvellous Value, 
& MONTH'S FREK TRIAL ALLOWED. 
“Knockabout” Watoh, 7a, 9d. 
Kot a email clock, nor a toy, but a marvellous 
and genuine watch ; guaranteed. 


DO NOT BUY JEWELLERY AT A SHOP. 


Send direct to the Munnfacturers. Hall- 


post free, to any address in the| marked Name Brooch, Is. 6d Lave SUver 
; ‘ Brvoch, 10d. ; Hurse-shue Scart ; Lady's 
ted Kingdom. Mivort 4a, 6d. ; Gente Albertand Key, ba. Ail 


enerat gc grog one jewellery, 


is 
= a STAMPS.— Your Monogran: a} 
. T ‘| electro-plate, eud cutlery. Eve! pattern 
eo SN OE ST A ere ‘e4., || Wlustrated. Send post card fur catalogue. 
Wires. Ly Panern-| =. LANGDON DAVIES & CO, 
N padi” Noces tovurned—P. W BRIGTOL STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
a mm 


Warcd CLUm SUPPLIED, 


PRSON'S WEEKLY. 


een ee ee ee 


After Influenza. 


Tue resultant weakness of this and other depressing com- 
a re surely disappear if a short course of Guy's Tonic be 


Guy’s Tonic increases the appetite, strengthens the stomach 
regulates the liver, gives tone to the sary oieueaicn, and, 
by imparting vitality, strength, and energy to the entire musc 
and mental systems, makes the feeble and delicate vigorous, 
robust, and strong. The weary brain, the languid norve, and the 
prostrate muscular trame receive support and capacity for renewed 
exertions, 


The Rev. E. CorNEIL_e, writing from the Manse, Donegal 
Ireland, says: “I have derived wonderful benefit from the Guy's 
Tonic you sent me. I have recommended it to several members 
of my congregation, and they have expericuced great good from 
its use.” 

Guy's Tonic can be obtained of all Chemists at 2s. 94. per bottle, or it will 


Leen ak at this price by the Guy's Tonic Company, 4, Ludgate Circus, 


Take Guy's Tonic. 


Send us your address, and we will send 
you post free our pamphlet 


HOW TO OBTAIN AGENTS 
A FORTUNE) WANTED EVERYWHERE. 


Im which we recommend uudisputably good, \ 
In every Factory, Workshop, Post Office, Mine, etc., etc., in Great Britela 


trom all ing chances of 
acquiring an enormous fortune, such as 00 one 


ena 4 


& SA ADE heh A 0 


ags 


=Ewanweeweey eau. 


+e Ne bla acer Sea 


A: 


*} the 
Oa. 


would ever expect to acquire in apy uther way. 
There is no speculation either op the Stock 
Rxchange, on the Turf, or in Business, which 
holds out anything ap hing the same 
orang allen a fortune with so 

on avesmenk, To avy ag who 
desires to considerably increase capital, 
without inc! the risks ivvartably attend- 
ordinury Btock Exchange or Tu:f ~pecula- 
tdone—which in ninety cases out of a hundred 
end disastroa-ly to those who once venture to 


.] embark in them—we can recommend moshing 
Gta-| safer or possessing the same o 


a paalbilities. 6 
acqu great wealth. Investments iD 
reach ef al 


The postage to Paris Is 24d. for a letter, or 
14. for a postcard. Am ordinary halfpenny 
may be used by affixing an additional 
y stamp. 
CUNLIFFE, RUSSELL, & CO., 
Place de la Bourse, PARIS. 


DO YOU WANT TO GO WITH 
THE TIMES? 


send 04. to names fer ome of Our World-Pamed 
ESA YeSC LIAM UNTAIN PENS.” Ne more 
pasty inkstands to turn over; always read) use 


ty 
The greatest sucotes of the age. Thoussade alread. 
en en's werrasted te write Thing Thousand 
pecial induce: 
value 9. te every oneba! 
State lady or gen 


Ad) Prizes Car-iage Paid. 
E OYSTER & CO., New Street, Braintree, Essex 


, SHIRTS 
AT FACTORY PRICES. 
Ql 37/- 83/- per Half-dosen. 
Fasten front a 


back; any shape cuff. “gample . Bd. 
extra. over 10a. State size 
collar worn shape cuffe. Urders executes 


return. Linen Handkerchiefs, ladica ur 
gentlemen's, all qualities and styles. at loweet 
wholesale White for price list amd 
patterns. PaRaGon House, BELFAST. 


KEATINGS 


tHe BEST 
_ COUGH CURE 


a 


Pema 
LOZENGES 


Dr. MACKENZIE’S 


ATARRH CURB 


SMELLING BOTTLE. 


Cures Cold in the Head, cures Nervous 


Headache, tetieves Hay Fever 
and Neuralgia in the HeaJ. 19 the best 


remedy for Fainrnces 20d [ssucss, 
Said pied Chemists and Stoves. 
OWS GHILLING. 
imstasions, 
Beading 


Betuze 
Post-free 15 stamps. from 
Depet, 


MACKENZIN’ A Cure 


and Ireland where 60 bands ure employed, Wanted s RELIABLE and 
ENERGETIC PERSON to introduce a Watch, ete., Club, for the City of 
London Watch Club Co., thus securing for their members accurate Watches 
and useful articles. Responsible persns can have by post our Catalogues, 
1,000 Dlustrations. Please say where employed and number of hands. 


ADDRESS— ° 


HENRY E. PECK, Manager, 


No. 8, New Bridge Street, Ludgate Circus, 
LOMDON, F.C. 
(TWO MINUTES’ WALK FROM 6T. PAUL'S OATHEDRAL.) 


| GURE FITS 


AND TO PROVE IT 


will GIVE & BOTTLE ef my Remedy for 
Nothmmg. so that soferers may have an 
opp -tsunity of testing the truth ef what 1 
fearlessly state.’ 

THOUSANDS OF BOTTLES OF THIS 
MARVELLOUS MEDICINE GIVEN AWAY 
EVERY YEAR. 

Thave made a Iife-long study of tue deense of Fits, 
Epilepsy, or Valuing cickness. and when | say cecrg. ft 
@o net mean merely to stop then for a time, and thee 
bare them retarn again f icean e RADICAL CURE. 
I bave snown my remedy to cure the worst cases. Be. 
cause others bave faiced ty cure you itis Be reasun why 
ee should continue tu suffer. Bend at once fur @ 

t BATISE anda F: EZ BOTTLE of medicine ft 
Costs you notbing for atrui,and IT WILL CU AB! 


H. G. ROOT, 28, Endsleigh Gardens, 
Euston Road, Lonaon, N.W. 
ED 


Rev. £. J. SILVERTON 


will send hia work, post free, 6d.,0n the 


CURE UF DEAFNESS 


Aud Nouisea to th. oars, U.atuess after 
Colds, Measlea, Scarlet Fever, Toroat aud 
| Nervous Deaftess, Gidainess, etc. More 


Mention Paper. 


@rvanw awart 
YOUR NICKEL SILVER 
Rem @&2 Penocii Case, 


with your pame tn Buber, complete, 794. stampe 
for your Name or Monogram. camp st 
Lines or Paper, enclose 8j4 im stampe 


66 


for postage, ete. Sel!-Intimg Name 
saan ddsees Blamp. le. ‘den jon this 
Fitici minal tw ht Sots 
BEDAL MARKING INK woRKi f 
7h Bouthgate Koad, London, N. 


The Favourite Confection. World-wide Gale. 
——_——= 


4 SKUSE’S > - 
HERBAL TABLETS. Bip 


Prepared’ from the Pinest 
Anteeré, Horehound, Coltefoot, 
Marshmallow, and ether cboiee 
Merde 

Bold everywhere in 8 os. Tins, 
84 Three Tine, post free, la » 


WORKS: (06, PRAED 


STREET, W. 


thav 2u yeara Uefore the publi, Many 
wonderful cures. (ue of mauy letters re- 
ceived from all purts :—- 
Be elewh, neat velerBeld, Hants. Nov. 13 
“gir, -L amet okful te tell you "hat my veaf- 
| Pees te quite gone, also (he none iy mBy ear. ords 
ce ouetespres how thinklul | eet for vepg fuuid 
| eddy Jwill :ecommend it to 


BLEMISHES 


————_ — 


SKIN DISEASES 
Every Man or Woman saffering from 


sa Acne, Dezema. 

t# Spots, Pimples or Blotehes 
ce OF are \er8). as bla 

3 Peoriasis (scaly skin affection). 


al | bDew be be sof Fg time deat eee, 
deept ineet grateful thay hs trom py bumble 
eervaut “Bb. WARB.” 
1 Kev. B,J Silverton” 
Addrese: Rev E. J. SILVERTON 


IMPERIAL BUILLINGS, LUOGATE CiKCU: 
LONOON. 


NS 
ONE BOX OF CLARKE'S B 41 PILLS 


ls warranted to cure all discharges from the Urinary 
Organ, in either sex (acgo or omnstitutioosl), 
Grave! end Paine in the bac! Unaranter4 (ree from 
Meroury. solu in Korres, @d. exch, by al! Cheratete 
end Patent Medicine Vendors throaghout the world, or 
sent to any address for sixty stamps by the Makers, 
the Lineal and Midland Counties Drug Company, 


ment you ws! 
for anv of above yoo sufles 
New Remedies Co., 16, Fargate Sheffie 

Cross al Postal Orders. ache this papes. 


—- -—— 


- 


=, soe 
> 156,973,873 


“W. B—We do not see ba ay should be so agitated 
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, 
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HAT CAN W 
you? 


RESSLT OF MISSING WORD 
COMPETITION No. 10. 


Herz is the Chartered Accountants’ statement with 
to the word which was omitted from the article 


1 
Lu tA 
' 


A TRIMONIAL ‘CLUB-Houag that appeared on C) 
465 of issue for week ending Pobruaey 13th. re 


“4 We certify that the sealed envelope handed to ns by 
dake Weekly in connection with competition has 
opened and contained the word 'y.” 


< Kin t SEL, 


Wardrobe Chambers, 
Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 


Here is the passage in part:— . 
“Presided over by an ancient dame who for ever 


knits complacently.” 


433 readers entered, 23 of whom sent the word 
tly, We have added 2s. 6d. to the £21 3s. to 
ivided, which means that each winner becomes 


entitled to 18a. 6d. 


names and addresses of the winners are as 


e of our gold- 

; week should do what they 

can towards firwing @ square under the following 

must cut ont four picces of pa 
) 


gastey that may be carried a 


he objects are 
he usea, while the 
He therefore wants to know 


So we content ourselves with the 
appended extract :—‘ My computations enable me 

- to calculate with exact accuracy the porcon tage of 
the population which is so extravagant as to keep 
two watches to do the work of one. Your corre- 
spondent may like to know that he has 62,783} 
fellow-sinners in this the half being ac- 
counted for by the watch which) as I write, is boing 
swallowed by the inquisitive grandchild of one o 
the culprita, 
with regard to the culty of finding a 


agent to transact business in connecti i 
on It was with the pee 


tent 


Somr- 
tH Nzw anp Strramex. , 


- years an exceptio 


m A 
heard. - Every 


least £1 


of the length co 


ordinary circums 


sledge, which is, of course, a vastly more expensive 
sat etting about. Naturally, the result of the 
famine t th 


Microse sends us in an appalling doctor's bill, with 


the request for an immediate settlement, He says: 
“T bought the issue of your paper, which was impreg- 
nated with Eucalyptas, and which you prsrantcot 
would be a preventive of influenza ug case, 
however, the preventive acted the other way, for the 
same day I was laid up with a violent attack of 
influenza, from which I am only just beginning to 
pasover: I enclose the first instalment of my doctor's 
bill ; doubtless there will be plenty more to follow. 
Your cheque by return will oplie cin eh C) 
are going to back out of the obligation with which 
this correspondent seeks to saddle us, for it seems 
from his letter very much as if the influenza bacillus 
had already taken up its abode in his interior 
economy before he was able to protect himself with 
the paper. 


Orancz.—No ; the preponderance of women over men 


is not confined to this country, pee with the ex- 
ception of very few countries, unive all the world 
over. Statisticians compute that, taking the popu- 
lation of the world as a whole, there are a hundred 
women to every ninety-four men. 


A. D.—If once you take the Queen's nti 3 you can- 
c 


not back out of the engagement into which you have 
entered to serve as a soldier unless you pay a fine of 
£10. By the way, the expression “take the Queen’s 
shilling,’ which we quote from your letter, is now 
an inaccurate one, for it is some little time since 
any money has changed hands when a new recruit 
for the army is made. The old plan of presenting a 
recruit with a shilling has given way to attestation 
before a magistrate—a change not to be deplored, 
for in nine cases out of ten the shilling was spent in 
the nearest beershop. 


L. S. wishes to know whether more human lives have 


been sacrificed by war than by pestilence. 
There is no question that where war has killed 
its hundreds pestilence has killed its thousands. To 
take one period only—that between the years 1832 
and 1873—the loss of life Re amounted to about 
two and a half millions, is loss was, during these 
_large one, for it included 
those killed in the Crimean, Franoo-German, and 
American Civil Wars. Yet, during this paciod, the 
deaths attributed to cholera alone amounted to three 
and a half millions. 


Tue other day we published a paragraph under the 


heading CAN THESE THINGS BE! which purported to 
show that total abstinence does not confer length of 
days upon those who adopt it ; indeed, that f 
ganreven intemperate, d ers live longer than total 
abstainers. We were careful to saddle a Parisian 
periodical called La Revuz Screntiriqve with the 
peeponsalty for these statements, and we are 
heartily g that this was the case, for we have 
been peppered freely with letters from indignant 
teetotallers, who send sheets and sheets of unim- 
pugnable statistics to show the fallacy of the figures 
given. The accuracy of these we do not make any 
attempt to deny, and if the many correspondents 
who have been agitated by this matter will be 
good enough to write to the editor of the journal 
which was nsible for the original statement, 
they may be able to get some idea of the grounds 
upon which his statement was based. 


CanpirF sends us a cutting from a local paper in which 


is reported the case of a man who was sent to pridon 
for a month, with hard labour, because he refused to 
support his wife, who, in her turn, refused to live 
with him. There was no sngseeion that he had been 
in the habit of ill-treating the woman, nor could she 
ive any adequate reason for her refusal to share his 
ome. It was the result of mere caprice. Our 
correspondent wants to know whether the law of 
the land really permits such a sentence. 
So far as the legality of the sentence is concerned 
we cannot offer any opinion. We never go into | 
matters, which are far too mysterious for the under- 
standing of such ordinary folk as ourselves. If, 
however, the law does permit the infliction of such 


that he 


foro Meabend 


without being able to give any reason whatever 
this course, i di i 


leave him at the church door, and draw a comfort. 
able income from him for the rest of her days. 
hope that some one will take it upon himself to 
appeal on behalf of the prisoner to a higher 
authority than that of the magistrate who passed 
the sentence. 


Sgverat clerical correspondents have written taking 


exception to that part of the reply to Query 76 
which stated that, “ prior to the end of the nels oe 
century, there was no religious ceremony in con- 
nection with marriage.” Our correspondents point 
out that in the very early days of the Church it was 
the custom to “sanctify marriages by the sanction 
and blessing of the priest.” 


Ip there is any truth in the idea that the ears of a 


ages tingle when nnpleessnt remarks with regard 
She ake as geitition Ue eto 
who, other day, upon vantages 
of taking a holiday in bed must have been pre 
him a great deal of trouble recently, for we have 
had letters in reply to his, and containing ever 
kind of invective to which pen and meper lend 
themselves. His “abominable laziness,” “his waste 
of time,” and his various other iniquities are dwelt 
upon in the most caustic fashion. All the same, we 
are rather disposed to take L. D. R.’s part, for there 
is no doubt that to thoroughly rest during a day or 
two's holiday is a far more sensible plan than te 
rush full tilt about the country. Several corres- 
pondents wish to know why L. D. R. spent hie 
time “dosing” in bed. Their uncharitable remarks 
with regard to his bad spelling are, we regret to gay, 
unfounded, for the fault of this lay with us. 


In deference to the wishes of subscribers residing in 


remote country di we have decided to extend 
the date for receivin 1ssine Worp CoMpPErITions 
until the Monday of the week succeeding that for 
which the paper is dated. It is, however, hoped 
that competitors will send in as soon as possible. 


As our readers may notice on the page before this, the 


proprietora of The Universal Digestive Tea have 
obtained our leave to name a new blend of their 
artiole after this paper. We have been very glad te 
accord them this permission, which we hope may 
have the effect they anticipate—of tending to popu- 
larise their useful article. ( 


ANDREWS writes from Bristol: My wife insists upon 


shutting up all the windows in our house at night, for 
she says that though fresh air is no doubt desirable in 
a house in the daytime, the nipitete is poisonous 
and should be kept out. I wi ‘ou would aps e 
line or two in your paper about this, so that I can 
show her that her ideas are wrong. Wa 
are very glad to do anything to remove so absurd a 
theory. such a town as Bristol we should say 
that the night air is considerably purer than that of 
the day, for in the day-time the air of large towns 
is greatly contamin by the smoke from domestic 
fireplaces and the furnaces of factories. The only 
ible case in which your wife’s theory could 
old good would be ina damp and marshy locality 
where moist air rises at nightfall Even the 
however, the moisture-laden air from outside woul 
be infinitely preferable to the contaminated air that 
had been breathed over and over again inside. 


We have been lately receiving @ great number of 2d.'a 
le 


from readers who are unable to obtain a copy of the 
pore through their newsagent being sold out, and 

ave therefore bad to request us to forward them one 
by post. Pearson's Weekly, we are happy to say, ie 
finding fresh readers every week ; agenta, sharslors: 
cannot ibly always guage their exact require- 
ments. The way to make sure of getting a copy is 
to order tt to be regularly supplied. 


POSTAL RATES. 
Pearson's Weekly will be sent direct from the offices 


post free, to any country within the Postal Union, at 


the following rates, prepaid :— 
a. da 
One Year...... sassesaes 8 8 
Half Year .......cccc000 -4 4 
Three Montha........... 2 28 


Postage (at book rates) being a penny a copy. 
Offices: Temple Chambers, London, E.G 
Registered Telegraphic Address— 
“ Humoursome, Lonpos.* 
Back Numbers more than a Month old, 3d. each 
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We shall be happy to sead « specimen copy of THE WEEK'S NEWS to anyone who will send postcard asking for tt. 


PEARSON'S WEEKLY. if 
PLUMTREE JUNO CYOLES "i" 


LISTS : 
POST » 
FREE. | \} JA 


Uniform in Quality. 80 eek 
For WVALID®, Te NAME IS ON EVERY CopPy. 
ee ol my moalals Songs. | Pianoforte 
Fer Pte-Wies, llway ‘Traveliers, and Tourists. 8 [CG wupistiat Catiercancsnesee US athatte w : 
the Finest Meats and sold in _ rr Tess 41 Soug that laathen Ny he t é TERE Ree 

Nott : ! 2 tei omiaia za 48 Muvr sch ilincbe |) \Wu800 

BABTRENY ALE, Jats AND TING. ir rom saty Papamens [ist Dict the nek Wieccs co eae Pie 

Sample post, athe tame PRARSON Machine. Pee tes $5 Tose? U Neale 6L3 Golden Wee s-nuitiscny 


$17 Whispers ot iia foe-uops 
O27 Old Goid bolas vers pretty. 
$33 Lvanhoe Granu March 


He s $40 Tri, 1 t M 
$i Cilmbing up de Golden Statre bar beeper Beal Sieh pce 


334 Peek-a-voo Havy Boy) 644 Suvery Echovs Blase, 


ee nrneeesoy encase 
. $0 Je 
in spare time, send J33: Gatnesias cae stron inoSeasnors | OF FOR | Sr pepe vies Walle” 
. { 4 Mau Ma 
for particulars 362 There isa Tavera inthe lowe 13 Copies 9/- | ws Bovie Maa sciotuscne dims 


$66 Gipsy Countess; Vocai Duet, $e4 American Lancers (on Popular Melo 


i i is " 
aaenchgte a MONEY Se Masri hutptya ewcTer ite | Cualewea vow ree | $0 Hepler eWas 
t 


f on Stamps. 
Aftefwitds kindly ask your Grocer for it. Address— METROPOLITAN 00; Lid, 1 © 16 [59 Kock alive Many 
atree, Southport. [yeas taught. Machines ex: hanged. Immense bcuseae 
Beooad Hand. “5 


4 PLAYHOUSE YARD, 671 March ef the Goblia’s lilue Lively, 
QUEEN VICTURIAS8T:, LONDON The Stores bound illustrated price list (56 pages), 8d. Post Free. 


HOLBORN MUSIC STORES, 15, Holborn, London, E.C. 
A GREAT & WONDERFUL SALE. 


Music of Livery Publisher Kept in Stoce Awo a Large and Varied Selection of Musical [astrumente 
MAIDSTONE. A Test of Free Samples. 


Established 1845.) ‘* How to Learn the Banjo in 8 Easy Lessous.” Post free, 1s [Hstablished 1845, 
WHY NOT GIVE FREE ortisawaY assocursiy. FREE 


80,000 yards of pure 
The “Bellhouse” Patent 


BTEC r RIC many See 
wTI-RAEUMITIC TOWEL 


cut up for Gens’ 
A TRIAL FOR THE CURE OF 


versation. 
~ jtable fd@-Chain or Pocket ; quite q of This ts done to circulate with each 
i} 


, for gee, 100,000 offered. our lists. One sent with each pencil. 


a@ Quickly correct all irregu- 
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SAVE YOUR SOLES, 


is GUARANTEED to render the Soles and Heels of your 

Boots and Shoes proof against the hardest wear and 

: absolutely watertight. All you have to do is to paint it over. 

Mr. W Scott, of 16, Fitzroy Road, Primrose Will N.W., wrote, 28th December, 1491: ‘I find 
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“VENUS 


Venus and Jupiter are now te be seen in the evening eky—their lustre ané brilliancy 


to yeoede from our view; Venus, on the other coming into 
minence, and her brilliancy will eebatlate: te Inestens athe summer.—. | Papers. 


VENUS. moe like the Venus 
planet is dai % becoming more 
rominent. The pe opularity of 
enus Soap like the ‘prillisney 
of the Venus planet is increasin AR HAR, 
every day. Venus Soap OUT- = ao {| 
SHINES all other Soaps, but Be a tt OP me 
unlike the beautiful planet ! eae 
Venus, Venus Soap will always 
remain in view and at hand to 
make Homes Healthy é 7 Happy. 
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‘|WENUS SOAP °*iS.inc 


POSITIVELY THE BEST HAIR DRESSING FOR STRENGTHENING, BEAUTIFYING, AND PRESERVING THE HAIR. 


EDWARDS’ ~~ HARLENE.’ 


WORLD-RENOWNED 


> HAIR PRODUCER & RESTORER. 


USED BZ THOUSANDS DAXIIL YT. 


’ ITS SUPERIORITY IS UNSURPASSED. 


HBDWARDS’ “HARLENE" positively forces LUXURIANT HAIR, 
WHISKERS, and MOUSTACHIOS to yrow heavily in a few weeks, withon! 
injury to the skin, and no mia(ter what age. 


’ The World-Renowned Remedy for Baldness, 


from whatever Cause Arising. 


\ As a PRODUCER of WHISKERS and MOUSTACHIOS it has never - S 
\) been equalied. As a CURER of WEAK or THIN EYELASHES, or ay 


Nt RESTORING GREY HAIR TO ITS ORIGINAL | 
S COLOUR NEVER FAILS. 


PHYSIOIANS AND ANALYSTS PRONOUNOE IT TO BE PERFEOTLY HARMLESS, AND DEVOID OF ANY METALLIO OR OTNER INJURIOUS INGREDIEN 
6d. per Bottle, trom Chemists, Hairdressers, and Perfumers all over the world, or sent direct, on receipt of 1s. 4d, Ase 10,08 and 68. Resi Orders preferred. 
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HAIR DYES fivine yours «fal rei depelee hyst ‘Harlene’ vo the eles tai ae andithe fesalt haa toon ioe 
: Is a pure transparent soap, unequail 


Name and address euppressed by desire. 
Black or Brown, also that lovely golden _— the complexion, invaluable to adul 
tint so much admired. Does not stain or Ane children alike for the skin. oe iq 
{| irritation, will be found nice for tke 


injure the skin, and in a few applications PNG of Sito : rene.’ 
entirely and permanently produces the re- heir, and prefer 7 ang Wan enol dro fer keeping it clean and soft, which is 4 
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